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**Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free’’ 
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The people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light.-Isaiah 9: 2. 
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Foreign Mission Time, January 1942 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., JANUARY 7, 194. 


FOR 194) — Lutheran Brotherhood 


Empbasizes Service in New Ti opic Studies 


Service! Practical Christian service! 
This will be the watchword of the 
Brotherhood of the United Lutheran 
Church during 1942. More than ever 
before members of the Brotherhood are 
keenly aware of the fact that they must 
make their lives count for the King- 
dom of God and that the Brotherhood 
organization affords an opportunity for 
united action with other men toward 
transforming this old world into the 
Kingdom of God. Such united action 
can only take place if there is a foun- 
dation of sound knowledge and if the 
men of the Church have been mo- 
tivated to spend themselves freely in 
Kingdom building. 

Realizing the importance of the serv- 
ice which men of the Church might 
render in these crucial times the Broth- 
erhood has selected the following theme 
for its topic studies during 1942: 
“Christian Tasks for Brotherhood 
Men.” The topics will be related to 
the Calendar of Causes and the Church 
Year. Each month the Brotherhood’s 
publication, Lutheran Men, will con- 
tain an outline of the topic study pre- 
pared by the Parish and Church School 
Board and a supporting article by some 
leader of the Church who has done 
outstanding work in the field that is 
being discussed. The monthly topics 


and the aims for each month will be ° 


as follows: 


January: “Saving the World for Christ.” 
Aim: To examine the present-day 
need for foreign missions in various 
sections of the world and to lead mem- 
bers of the Brotherhood to assume 
their full responsibilities for leading 
the nations to Christ. 


February: “Strengthening the Home 
Church.” Aim: To help members of 
the Brotherhood to understand and 
appreciate the Christian program that 
is being carried on by the Board of 
American Missions, and to show them 
how they can have a part in this 
Christian work. 


March: “Deepening Christian Loyalties.” 
Aim: To restudy God’s plan of salva- 
tion and discover anew the fathom- 
less love of God, and then to reach 
definite decisions concerning ways in 
which loyalty to the Saviour might 
best be expressed. 


April: “Developing Christian Leaders.” 
Aim: To discover what provision is 
being made by Lutheran institutions, 
by the Board of Education, and by the 
local congregation, to develop Chris- 
tian attitudes and life on the part of 
its students and what steps the Broth- 
erhood could take to promote the de- 
velopment of Christian leaders. 
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May: “Promoting Christian Life Service.” 
Aim: To lead members of the Brother- 
hood to the conviction that every con- 
gregation should consecrate some of its 
sons and daughters as ministers, dea- 
conesses, parish workers, missionaries, 
teachers, nurses, and doctors, and 
show members of the Brotherhood 
what they can do to encourage such 
consecration of life. 


June: “Preparing Youth for Christian 
Work.” Aim: To learn what oppor- 
tunities are provided by the local con- 
gregation, by the community, and by 
the church at large, to enable young 
people to prepare themselves for part- 
time and full-time Christian leader- 
ship, and what members of the Broth- 
erhood can do to enhance the training 
opportunities for young people. 


July: “Developing Christian Character 
Through Recreation.” Aim: To dis- 
cover the recreational opportunities 
which are available for the various age 
groups and to encourage those which 
have Christian values. 


August: “Strengthening Family Life.” 
Aim: To promote those activities and 
that spirit in family life which will 
result in a strengthening of family ties 
and the Christian development of all 
members of the family. 


September: “Vitalizing Christian Edu- 
cation”. Aim: To review the congre- 
gation’s educational program in order 
to discover what steps should be taken 
to improve it and what part members 
of the Brotherhood might play in 
making that program more effective 
unto Christian growth. 


October: “Aiding the Needy.” Aim: To 
study the work of the Board of Social 
Missions in order to discover areas of 
special needs, and then lead members 
of the Brotherhood to take those steps 
which will help to meet the needs, 
spiritual as well as material, wherever 
they may exist. 

November: “Supporting the Church.” 
Aim: To stimulate hearty participa- 
tion by Brotherhood men in the annual 
Every Member Visitation, with special 
emphasis upon the practice of stew- 
ardship by all men of the Church in 
respect to time, money, and talents. 


December: “Glorifying God Through 
Lips and Purse.” Aim: To glorify God 
through a hearty service of song and to 
loosen purse strings so that the needs 
of aged and disabled pastors and other 
people will be met. 


For several years the number of local 
Brotherhoods using the monthly topics 
has been steadily growing. It is con- 
fidently expected that during 1942 a 
still larger number of Brotherhoods 
will avail themselves of the practical 
studies prepared for the Church’s men. 
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Dearly Beloved- 


Behold the Lord, the Ruler hath come, 
and the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory 


It is both proper and desirable that the importance of 
preaching should be given particular emphasis as the 
Church faces its obligations to God and man during this 
and coming months. And emphasis on preaching implies 
placing preachers out front and in the limelight. 

Our English word preacher is derived from a Latin 
term which meant to foretell and announce. The Greek 
word one finds in Paul’s references to himself means 
herald, one authorized and empowered to deliver a mes- 
sage. The New Testament word implies the commitment 
of a message to the herald, his willingness and courage 
to deliver it. It was true of heralds in the days when 
they functioned as bearers of authority that they deemed 
their position of such standing and honor as to justify 
frank delivery of the will of their sponsors. 

The main purpose of preaching the Gospel of Christ is 
to convey to multitudes of hearers the will of God, their 
heavenly Father, that they become citizens of His King- 
dom and heirs of everlasting life. Every preacher must 
feel that his position is at once the most enviable and 
the least creditable to his personal merits. The right to 
enter a church pulpit and tell people what is required 
and what is provided for those who seek to walk in His 
way of life is a commission without parallel for authority 
and value. One sees why Paul wrote, “Woe is me if I 
preach not the Gospel.” 


are in His Hand 


What Paul meant when he thus described his commit- 
ment to the ministry was the obligation to proclaim 
God’s will for the rescue of erring men and women from 
sin and its consequent separation from our Creator. He 
underwrote the uniqueness of his message by insisting 
that it was not his way of life but his Maker’s. He had 
only one Gospel to preach because no other exists. 

Therein lies the second phase of the importance of 
Christian preaching and of the obligation resting on 
preachers to stick to the main purpose of their calling 
and ordination. The feeling among many clergymen is 
that more than just talking is required in this crisis. 
“We want action,” is heard frequently. The calls of the 
hour can be wrongly applied. Military training, though 
it be pursued to the highest degree of efficiency, does not 
equip men to be fearless relative to death. The soldier 
and every human being needs knowledge of the exit 
from the flesh that entitles the soul to be an heir of 
heaven. 

And because preachers have the commission to preach 
the tidings of forgiveness of sin and communion with 
God, people wisely seek to hear their messages. The 
mind of Christ is perfect, but there are those concerning 
whom He has said, “I never knew you.” It is right that 
preachers should preach. It is expected that the world 
will listen to what they have authority to declare. 
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ye Chin in the News 


Sleeves Rolled Up 

Tue churches are getting ready for any emergency 
that may lie ahead. 

In Los Angeles a survey is being made to determine 
the number of churches available as air-raid shelters and 
for use in feeding and housing possible air-raid victims. 
Suggestions regarding night services and black-outs 
have been sent to pastors. It is recommended that 
churches be kept open daily for prayer. 

Pittsburgh churches have set up an emergency chap- 
lains’ organization, to serve prospective air-raid casual- 
ties in the city’s hospitals. Ministers in northern Vir- 
ginia have volunteered to aid in airplane spotting. 

German services in 130 congregations of the Missouri 
Synod in western Iowa have been discontinued, reports 
Religious News Service, quoting the Rev. Adolph 
Schwidder. 

Governor Robert Hurley of Connecticut has appointed 
a committee of clergymen to give radio talks and hold 
mass meetings “to interpret the moral and spiritual 
meaning of the present world crisis.” 

The Rev. W. Ralph Ward, Jr., Methodist pastor in 
Manchester, Conn., suggests the following rules for 
living during war: 

1. Do not let the war become an excuse for neglecting 
and ignoring life’s normal responsibilities and duties. 

2. Take time for counsel and give place to reason be- 
fore following through on decisions made when the emo- 
tions are aroused. 

3. Make light of your own sacrifices while being ready 
to acknowledge the greater sacrifice of others. 

4, Maintain a sense of humor. 

5. Let there be no hate of persons in anything you 
think, or say, or do. 

6. Do not impute selfish motives to those who differ 
with you in what they conceive to be their compelling 
duty in this time of war. 

7. Hold fast to regular habits of prayer and worship 
which renew the soul, strengthen the mind, and keep 
one morally fit. 

8. Learn to surmount fears with faith, to conquer 
rumors with reason, and to overcome personal grief 
through sharing the grief of others. 

9. Forget not that you are an ambassador for Christ 
and thereby especially sent to live for peace and uni- 
versal brotherhood. 

10. Set no God above God the Father of all, who is 
suffering with burdened humanity and co-operating 
with man in his struggle for permanent peace. 


Bible or Bridge 

Tue Columbia, S. C., State is troubled by the sugges- 
tion of the office of civilian defense that people, in case 
of air raids, shall take care to provide themselves with 
decks of playing cards for entertainment during bom- 
bardment. 

Nothing is said about taking Bibles. 

“We have no quarrel with those who wish to play 
cards,” states The State. “But we suggest that the office 
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of civilian defense realize early in the war that there 
are many who do not depend on a deck of cards for their 
comfort and strength in time of distress.” 


Weighing the Church 

Tue Episcopal Church board of missions of the diocese 
of New Jersey has devised a way of rating the congre- 
gations it supervises. 

Each mission and assisted parish has been furnished 

a rating sheet, on which is 

shown the total investment 

8| made in the local work by the 

diocese. The growth of com- 

municant strength is estimated 

and compared with the average 
rate in the diocese. 

The strength of the Sunday 
school is taken into account. 
Each possible activity for young 
people is listed. When all the 
points on the score sheet are 
added up, it should be clear which congregations are 
doing well. So far the highest rating reported is 81 
from a mission at Fords, N. J. 


Birthday 

Tomorrow, January 8, is the 150th anniversary of the 
birth of Lowell Mason, “Singing Master to America.” 
He was the father of American church music, and the 
first public school music teacher. 

He wrote or arranged the tunes to which we usually 
sing such old favorites as “Nearer My God to Thee,” 
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee,” “From Greenland’s Icy 
Mountains,” “God Calling Yet,” and half a dozen others 
in the Common Service Book. 

Mason taught America how to sing his tunes. He held 
singing conventions and institutes all over the eastern 
and central states, sometimes gathering as many as 500 
teachers who took home with them his books and teach- 
ing methods. 

In The Rise of American Civilization, Charles and 
Mary Beard write of Mason, “As a compiler of church 
music, a partner in an organ factory, an originator of 
conventions for the training of music instructors in the 
public schools, Mason impressed himself indelibly on 
the democracy of his time.” 

Mason lived to be eighty years old, and was active as 
a teacher and composer to the last. 


Episcopal Gains 

From 1910 to 1930 the Episcopal Church grew rather 
slowly, but the gains from 1930-1940 have been more 
striking. Total communicant strength in the United 
States reported in 1941 is 1,480,109. 

In 1830 one American in 415 was an Episcopalian. By 
1860 the ratio was one in 208. In 1900, one in 102; in 
1920, one in 98; in 1930, one in 97; and in 1940, one in 90. 

Total contributions reported in 1941 in the United 
States and foreign missions were $33,670,357. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Ju.ius F. SEEBACH 


Preachers in Free America could do worse than to 
give heed to a recent message issued by the Bishops of 
Norway to their clergy and lay readers. Their warning, 
_ by the way, is aimed at “harmless preaching.” The 
temptation to time-serving in a land where persecution 
is no mere phrase can well be understood, and even 
considered sympathetically. Nevertheless the bishops 
call on their clergy and lay readers for courage and 
loyalty to the highest: “It is obvious,” they say, “that 
the eternal truth and the Gospel of salvation in Christ 
must be preached. ... The Eternal Word must throw 
light upon the present situation of our life and the life 
of all men. In a sinful world it is inevitable that this 
must involve the condemnation in the light of the Word 
of God of certain facts in individual and social life. 
Harmlessly edifying preaching would be a denial of 
God, who desires to touch conscience precisely at its 
sorest point. ... It is not permissible to draw an arbitrary 
boundary for the Word of God and to maintain that 
beyond it lies the free sovereignty of the world.” That 
is dangerous preaching in Norway. Supposing it meets 
us during the new year, what would we do? 


The Politically reactionary position of Argentina in 
the current affairs of the Western Hemisphere has had 
a very logical reason. It has been due to the internal 
pressure of two very large groups of aliens, more par- 
ticularly through the generations born in the land in- 
fluenced by means of foreign-controlled banks and com- 
mercial developments. This influence has been sharp- 
ened through the establishment and subsidizing of Ger- 
man and Italian schools which have been under the 
strict control of the respective embassies of their native 
lands. The activities of these schools have not been 
confined merely to the encouragement of the language 
and wider culture of the fatherlands. The textbooks 
have been expressly prepared and provided by the em- 
bassies, and the teachers carry on their work in the let- 
ter and spirit of the oath required of each: “I swear to 
be faithful to the Fuehrer of the Reich and of the Ger- 
man people, Adolf Hitler, complying with the laws and 
duties of my profession.” No wonder the Argentine 
Government, becoming increasingly uneasy, has reached 
the point of demanding that “only Argentines can man- 
age or teach at foreign private schools.” A demand was 
also recently made by Senator Atansio Eguiguren in 
Argentina’s Chamber of Deputies that diplomatic rela- 
- tions be severed and the German Ambassador, Baron 
von Thermann, be given his passports. More recent 
events will likely hasten these proceedings and include 


Italy. 


The Temper of the forty or more Belgian underground 
newspapers, recently reported here, is disclosed in the 
titles they have adopted. A partial list follows. The 
French-language journals have placed at their head such 
names as La Libre Belgique, La Belgique Independante, 
Renaitre (Rebirth), Sursum Corda, La Resistance Pas- 
sive, La Legion Noire (Black Legion), Vers la Victoire 
(On to Victory), Le Canard Dechaine (Rumor Un- 
bridled), Bec et Ongles (Tooth and Nail), Le Bon Sens 


(Common Sense), Tenir (Hold Out), Ca Ira (Thumbs 
Up), Les Nazis a la Lanterne (The Nazis on the Gal- 
lows), L’ Insoumis (Unconquerable), The Socialist 
press has adopted such names as L’ Espoir (Hope), 
Combattre (Fight) and Le Monde du Travail (The 
Working World). The Communists have used names 
such as Clarte (Light) and Le Drapeau Rouge (The 
Red Flag), which last shows they have not changed 
their complexion. The Flemish-language papers incline 
to freedom—Vrij Belgie, De Vrijheid, Het Vrije Woord, 
Steeds Vereenigd (United Forever) and Morgenrood. 
Some, like La Libre Belgique, issue three different edi- 
tions for special classes. All of them leave no doubt of 
their feelings. 


In the Midst of the controversy concerning the re- 
ligious status of Russia as an element of weakness or 
strength in the recent sudden and astonishing grouping 
of allies, the American Bible Society received (Novem- 
ber 26) an order for 30,000 copies of the New Testament. 
in Russian. The order came from the secretary of the 
“Kcumenical Commission for Chaplaincy Aid to War 
Prisoners,” which has its headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland. The order was accompanied by 15,000 
Swiss francs (about $3,250) , and is seemingly authorized 
ky a “Finnish Society,” which stipulates that the print- 
ing is “to be done in Finland where .. . paper is rela- 
tively plentiful and publishing operations practical.” 
Just how the American Bible Society fits into the project 
is not made clear, unless a branch house in Finland is 
to supervise the job. This presumably Finnish action is 
especially significant under the present war conditions 
existing between Finland and Russia. Evidently the 
Finns think the Gospel will make better neighbors of 
the Russians. Their confidence is supported by a recent 
reluctant bit of testimony given by the Society of the 
Militant Godless in Russia, to the effect that “even the 
smallest people know the Bible story. Even those who 
hold the Bible story to be a pious legend do not forget 
it. Everyone knows about Jesus Christ. His existence is 
not doubted.” It may be taken for granted that this 
admission has been extorted by the dismal failure of 
the atheistic campaign of the Godless among the Russian 
people. 


Husbands and Wives in Hawaii are to be peacéable 
and content—for the duration of the war! That is the 
inner substance of'a decree issued by the Hawaiian ter- 
ritorial courts at their recent reconvening. The courts 
will refuse to take any time to listen to the complaints 
of disappointed couples. If they must fight, let them do 
it in defense of their country. That at least will give 
them a more dignified outlet for their feelings. It is 
possible the judges think that battle against a common 
foe will heal the wounds inflicted on their marital unity. 
The decree is said to go even farther and to include the 
dropping of all lawsuits for which jury trials must be 
held, jurors chosen and witnesses subpoenaed. Here 
again strife is to be turned only upon the invader. Con- 
sider this one form of war waged to make peace, and it 
has certain merits that must be approved. 
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LEST WE FORGET 


What a Century-Old Mission needs at Its 101st Year 


By M. Epwin Tuomas, Administrative Secretary 


ForeIGN Mission Time 1942 is here. For months your 
Board of Foreign Missions has been at work through its 
secretaries and missionaries. Suitable literature has 
been prepared and samples sent to all pastors. Many 
pastors have been visited, and the plans for observing 
Foreign Mission Time, January 1942, explained. 

The Church is aware of the financial goal of $100,000 
set by the Board of Foreign Missions. The United Lu- 
theran Church in America has granted permission to 
appeal to congregations as well as Sunday schools dur- 
ing January. In order to impress our readers with the 
importance of each member of the Church doing his 
part to reach this goal, we mention the following: 

First: Our Church in India is anxiously awaiting the 
results of this Centennial Appeal. Up until a year ago 
its leaders and missionaries looked forward with keen 
anticipation to the coming of a shipload of friends from 
America. What a joy and satisfaction their presence 
would have been to the Indian Church! When the war 
made these plans impossible our missionaries in India 
asked that representatives of the Boards of our Church, 
including the Executive Board, the Women’s Missionary 
Society, and others be appointed and sent. A few rep- 
resentatives were chosen but now there is doubt if they 
will be able to go. If not, then there is left but one 
means for our Church to express its interest, apprecia- 
‘tion and love for our brothers and sisters in India. That 
is by raising the entire amount asked. 

Second: The amount set to be raised by the Board of 
Foreign Missions was $100,000. This is $1,000 for each 
year of the one hundred years our Church has served 
in India. The Board knew when it set this goal that the 
Church in India had voted to raise 100,000 rupees. The 
suggestion was made that each Christian contribute one 
hundred coins in the currency of the,country. The 
Board is exceedingly grateful to the Women’s Mission- 
ary Society for agreeing to raise $50,000 or one-half of 
the $100,000 which our church in America will raise. 
We are informed that the Women’s Missionary Society 
has completed the raising of its $50,000. Its aim was to 
finish this by December 1941, so as not to interfere with 
the appeal for $50,000 by the Board during Foreign Mis- 
sion Time, January 1942. We congratulate the Women’s 
Mission Society on the successful completion of its effort 
and hope that the congregations and Sunday schools of 
the United Lutheran Church will co-operate as loyally 
with its Board of Foreign Missions in raising its $50,000. 

Lest we forget, we record here the list of objectives 
for which the $50,000 will be used in India. 


A. EVANGELISTIC WORK 


50 Village Churches @ $250 Each.................... $12,500 
Of the 1,850 village congregations not more than a 
fourth have adequate places of worship. In former days 
the members were too poor to contribute toward the 
erection of a substantial building of brick or stone and 
mortar. Today some congregations are large enough and 


have sufficient means to pay one-half or two-thirds of 


the cost of a chapel as required by the rules of the © 


Church. What is more and even better is that many 
congregations have the desire to erect a house of God 
where they can worship Him without the usual distrac- 
tions. Five hundred dollars, $250 from a congregation 
and $250 from America will build a substantial chapel. 
Memorial chapels may be erected for departed loved 
ones by those who would honor their memories. 


Workers’ Houses. ..........cccccccccesssessessesesees $5,000 

Forever living in the crowded home or the one-room 
house of a parishioner is the lot of many of the village 
catechists and school teachers. At times when this is 
intolerable a “lean to” of mats and straw or leaves is 
constructed for the worker. The fortunate ones have a 
one-room house of their-own, with earth walls and 
thatch roof, but these are in the minority. It is ever a 
matter of wonder how our workers can be so faithful 
and effective under such trying home conditions. Fifty 
dollars from America, in addition to local contributions, 
should build a substantial worker’s house. 


Guest House (Native Rooming House), Guntur............ $3,000 

In a city (Guntur) of more than 70,000 inhabitants 
there is not one decent place where Christians, workers 
and others, can go for a night’s lodging, unless they have 
relatives living there. For far too many years, amid rain 
and cold, they have slept on open verandas of mission- 
ary bungalows or on cement porches of school buildings. 
A guest house in Guntur, a city to which Christians 
must frequently go, because it is one of the head stations 
of the Mission and because it is the country-seat of the 
district, is a very pressing need. 


B. EDUCATIONAL WORK 


Luthergiri Theological Seminary...................... $10,000 

This is a most important institution. The leadership 
of the future is entirely dependent upon the training of 
today. Luthergiri has a seminary for college graduates 
and a Bible school for leaders with less education. Its 
greatest handicap is the absence of adequate physical 
equipment. The Mission agrees that $33,000 is required 
to provide needed buildings. Ten thousand dollars has 
been promised by the Luther League of America to be 
raised during the biennium 1941-1943. We are asking 
for only $10,000 in addition to the Luther League’s 
pledge, but this is positively the minimum amount 
needed if satisfactory work is to be turned out. 


Higher Elementary School..................0.0 $3,000 
In 1917-18 money was raised in America for the erec- 
tion of a number of higher elementary school buildings. 
Schools that have been established since that time have 
not been so fortunate. They are without adequate build- 
ing facilities. In this appeal the sum of $3,000 has been 
included for the erection of one of these buildings. The 
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Mission is to determine where this is to be located, 
taking into consideration the greatest need. If the result 
of our centennial appeal exceeds $50,000 other school 
buildings can be built. They surely are needed. 

Dormitory, Rajahmundry Training School.............. $5,000 

The Normal Training School for men has been func- 
tioning in Rajahmundry for many years. There is a 
good building for classroom work, but quarters where 
the men are housed are very bad. A new dormitory has 
been greatly needed for years. 


Dormitory in Tallapudi Field (Vegesvarapuram).......... $2,000 

As far as station buildings are concerned Tallapudi 
has the poorest in the whole mission field. There is an 
old bungalow, poorly located, a small church, very old, 
an inadequate school building for boarding and local 
village children with no dormitory for housing the 
boarding boys. A new building would go far to quicken 
the enthusiasm of the Christians in the Tallapudi field. 


C. MEDICAL WORK 
Hospital Men’s Unit, Rajahmund?ry.................... $7,000 

Since 1902 there has been medical work for women 
and children in Rajahmundry. It is only in recent years 
that this hospital has become a general one by the ad- 
dition of a men’s ward. A portion of the present hos- 
pital was set aside for this purpose and an Indian male 
physician employed. Now the space again is required 
for women patiertts. The only solution is to erect a new 
unit for men. 


D. INDUSTRIAL WORK 
Publication House, Guntur.......0.0....0....0..0. $2,500 

Today much is said and written about the ministry 
of literature. As people are taught to read they derive 
much pleasure and profit from the printed word. The 
campaign for literacy is making fine progress among 
our village Christians. The great need now is for the 
production and sale of more Christian literature. Our 
India Mission desires to improve the plant in Guntur. 
A gift of $2,500 from an individual or congregation 
would be most acceptable and timely. 


In Order Now 


By DEAN J. CONRAD SEEGERS, Temple University 


It was just yesterday that two students voiced the 
feelings of many, in my hearing, when they said that 
perhaps 1941’s festival of The Nativity should not be 
celebrated. But of course it should be celebrated. 

We are here assembled to celebrate an event which 
oecurred nearly 2,000 years ago—the most significant 
event in the world’s history—the advent of a new re- 
ligion and a new era. Nineteen and a half centuries ago, 
in a setting made familiar by song and story, was born 
Jesus of Nazareth. Nineteen and a half centuries ago, 
the Star of Bethlehem shone over a world of darkness, 
and men heard proclaimed a doctrine of peace and good- 
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will. This in an obscure city, in the bosom of an un- 
known family, members of a captive, subject race. It is 
a story of tremendous contrasts; but to me the greatest 
of these contrasts is that of that helpless infant placed 
in the balance against a world power—Rome. 

Rome was strong, aggressive, greedy, dominated by 
a determination to subjugate the world. Her forces were 
great, her will relentless. And for all her skill in col- 
onizing, Rome was ruthless. No expert would have 
considered the moment of Jesus’ birth the moment for 
revolt. And yet, in less than a century the faith enun- 
ciated by the man this babe became, a faith spread 
through the personal ministrations of a few fishermen, 
workmen, tax collectors, some women, a scholar or two, 
had become so great a force that the Empire felt it must 
take steps in self-defense against it and its followers. 

It is not hard to understand this, if we remember the 
challenge Christianity hurled at Rome. No less an au- 
thority than Gibbons has ascribed the ultimate fall of 
Rome to this challenge. For in place of a philosophy of 
hedonism and selfish pleasure this faith preached the 
virtue of abnegation. In a society built upon the institu- 
tion of slavery, this faith preached that all men were 
equal before God, and proclaimed that the individual 
then subject completely to the state was truly subject 
only to God. In a society which condoned easy divorce 
and infanticide, this faith insisted upon the sanctity of 
family life, and the even greater sanctity of life itself. 
In place of a union of church and state, it subordinated 
state to church. In place of a deified emperor, it preached 
and taught of one God, that God a spirit. In place of a 
doctrine of force, it proclaimed a doctrine of love. This 
is what was accomplished by this infant whose birth 
we celebrate annually, and by his followers, persecuted 
though they were, their leader dead on the cross—the 
perfect instance of the truth of Lowell’s lines: 


“Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong forever on 
the throne. 
Yet that scaffold sways the future, and behind the 
dim unknown 
Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch 
above His own.” 


Christmas is more than a festival or a feast. I would 
like to have you look back with me at that first Christ- 
mas, and to think of it as the birth of hope, as the begin- 
ning of human freedom, as the denial of a doctrine of 
force and hate. I would like you to remember how that 
freedom grew, how it became a light to shine over the 
whole world. I would like you to think of that gift 
which all humanity received, which will never be lost 
to humanity. For surely these latter days are no more 
difficult than those faced by Jesus and those who lived 
when He lived, who trusted and worked with Him. 
Humanity would do well to consider that gift in these 
days. We have been dominated by an economy of selfish- 
ness, a psychology of mechanism, a civilization of ma- 
terialism. 

I say to you tonight that the world has need of that 
message the first Christmas brought to the world. But 
more than that, if there be hope—and there is—that 
hope lies in that message. So even if we now have less 
of outward joy, let its message for us be a message of 
faith: Faith in ourselves, faith in humanity, faith that 
“Life is ever Lord of Death.” Let that faith be our Star 
of Bethlehem, let us have strength to follow that Star. 


THE LUTHERAN 


Whss Felicity Stays ay Ebel 


By BLANCHE GERTRUDE ROBBINS 


A SILVER offering—that was most appropriate for a 
twenty-fifth anniversary meeting, thought Felicity Rust, 
typing off the program. A queer little tremor ran up 
and down her spine. She had been making out programs 
for the Missionary Society every month for twenty-five 
years. Suddenly she felt tired and old. 

“To think of it, if I had gone to India that summer I 
first decided I wanted to be a missionary I would have 
been celebrating my silver jubilee,’ muttered Miss 
Felicity. 

How the years had rolled around! For so long she had 
hoped to go to the foreign mission field that it had be- 
come a habit to hope. And now with a little shock she 
realized that she would never be going—she was past 
the age when volunteer missionaries would be accepted 
for service. The years had passed so quickly that she 
had never stopped to count them until this meeting, 
which would mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
crganization of the Missionary Society. 

Felicity Rust could look back to the night of organiza- 
tion and smile at her timidity. Then she was only a girl, 
and it had seemed a bit of assumption on her part to 
start a missionary society in the rural town of Green- 
vale. Perhaps she would not have had the courage if 
she had not been desperately in need of some missionary 
work to forget her disappointment that fall when she 
knew she could not go to India although she had been 
accepted by the mission board. 

Her father’s business had failed; and when he seized 
the opportunity of taking over a small hardware store in 
the country, Felicity knew that she was needed. Her 
father could not afford to hire clerks, and if he was to 
make a success of the rural business, he would need her 
companionship and cheeriness in the shop. So she had 
deferred going to India. In a few years, she had thought, 
dad will be established and with good clerks will be able 
to manage and I will feel free. 

It had been a struggle establishing a paying business 
in Greenvale, with clients among the farmers hard- 
pressed because of crop failures. Then her father had 
fallen ill; and while her mother played the part of nurse 
for many months, Felicity carried on the business. She 
had looked forward to the day when perhaps her 
younger brother, Ian, would come into the business; but 
he had had a yen for medicine and Felicity had doubled 
her efforts to secure trade to pay his university ex- 
penses. She had never regretted the help she had given 
Ian, for he had paid her back in dividends that never 
could be estimated in dollars and cents, for today he 
was outstanding as a medical missionary in Africa. 

“T suppose I could have made the break after dad 
died,” thought Felicity, wrinkling her eyes into a funny 
little frown. “But there was no one to carry on the 
business, and it wasn’t safe to leave it to clerks. Besides, 
mother needed me desperately then.” 

So she had kept the hardware store going and built 
up a trade among the rural customers and her mother 
had lived in the Greenvale home, happy and contented 
and surrounded by her friends. 

Felicity Rust glanced over the program she had 


mapped out for the meeting. It was to be an open meet- 
ing with the men members of the church joining the 
missionary society members for supper. It was fortunate 
the John Gleasons were home on furlough and could 
make the addresses. John and Margaret Gleason were 
such outstanding examples of missionary service in 
China, enthusiastic teachers and evangelists. Felicity 
could remember when they were children and John had 
to be almost bribed to attend the junior mission society. 
She could laugh now over the bait she had used to get 
John interested—Dr. Peter Weymouth, the missionary 
explorer, was home on furlough and she had dared to 
write asking him to come to Greenvale to speak to the 
boys and girls. Dr. Peter’s adventures had proved irre- 
sistible, and John and little Margaret Burr, who was a 
visitor in the neighborhood, had come back for the next 
meeting. 

“It sure kept me busy thinking up programs that 
would interest those youngsters,” sighed Felicity. “But 
the attendance never dropped. They will have an inter- 
esting story to tell—of course the pastor will take the 
devotions and Martha Sinclair, the president, will be in 
the chair. It will be very much like the other meetings 
we have held every month for twenty-five years. I am 
glad that Esther Troop has promised to sing—she has 
such a sweet contralto voice. And I must check up on 
the salads and jellies, and be sure we have enough food 
arranged for the supper.” 

Felicity Rust finished typing the program, wondering 
vaguely why she had always taken on the task of ar- 
ranging the programs. Perhaps it was because she en- 
joyed organizing—she would have liked an executive 
job on a mission field. She liked being boss—and she 
laughed a little shakily. 

* * * 

Martha Sinclair glanced over the typed program which 
Felicity Rust handed her as she arrived in the supper 
room. Martha was young and vivacious—some of the 
women felt she was too young for the office of president, 
and reminded Felicity of herself in those days when she 
had organized the society. 

“But Miss Felicity, you have left your own name off 
the program,” protested Martha. “Surely you are going 
to say something—you started the society—” 

“Nonsense, my dear; I have had my say in other years 
when I was president—you will be my mouthpiece—” 

“But, Miss Felicity, shouldn’t we have a review of 
the twenty-five years,” protested Martha. 

“The review can be summed up in a sentence— 
twenty-five years of meetings once a month, with semi- 
annual open meetings and suppers and inspiring speak- 
ers,” answered Felicity, adding laughingly, “you won’t 
need to rehearse that little speech.” 

Martha was such a darling, thought Felicity, as she 
watched her take her place on the platform with a gra- 
cious and easy poise. If she had had a daughter she 
would have wanted her to be just like Martha. 

Then suddenly Felicity was aroused to curiosity. A 
queue of men and women was making its way to the 
platform and the president was smilingly greeting them. 
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She recognized Joanna Pierce, a missionary who had 
gone to Japan, and Raymond Cairns, the agriculturalist, 
who had done so much for the people in South Africa. 
A little startled she watched a dusky-cheeked woman 
with burning eyes, who was wearing the sari of India, 
bow with deference to the president. Beside the woman 
from India walked a dark-faced man one might guess 
belonged to Africa, and behind him a Chinese girl. 

“It must be a pageant, a surprise item on the agenda?”’ 
questioned Felicity. 

For a moment the strange company stood in silence 
for the opening prayer. Felicity noted that one chair 
remained vacant—the chair on the right of the president. 
Martha Sinclair with sparkling eyes scanned the con- 
gregation, then asked that Miss Felicity, the founder of 
the Missionary Society, come to the platform. 

For a moment Felicity Rust hesitated; but there was 
no resisting the appeal in Martha’s voice. She slipped 
out of her shadowy corner and, to her consternation, as 
she mounted the steps to the platform the audience rose 
to their feet as if in salute. Her cheeks were crimson, 
and she was a little breathless as she slumped down in 
the vacant chair. 

“We are not going to be formal tonight. This is to be 
a sort of testimony meeting,” announced Martha Sin- 
clair, and there was a note of tremor in her voice. “It is 
supposed to be the twenty-fifth anniversary of this Mis- 
sionary Society, but in reality it is Miss Felicity Rust’s 
silver jubilee. The secretary has some correspondence 
to read—” 

* * * 

Felicity Rust’s glance strayed to Star Driffield stand- 
ing beside the pulpit desk, a sheaf of papers in her hand. 

“Friends, there isn’t time to read all of the letters and 
messages we have received from foreign mission fields, 
conveying greetings to the founder of our Missionary 
Society,” announced Star Driffield; “but I want to read 
an extract from the letters from the two missionaries 
our society helps to support. One says he would not be 
able to carry on if it were not for our backing, and the 
other writes she thanks God every night for a woman 
like Felicity Rust, who started and maintained an or- 
ganization that gave her the opportunity to work on a 
field which so desperately needs a missionary.” 

A yellow sheet fluttered in the secretary’s hand and 
she held it up for the congregation to see. “This is a 
word of greeting from Felicity Rust’s brother, Dr. Ian 
Rust, from Africa. He says, ‘Words inadequate to pay 
tribute to the sister whose sacrifice sent me to Africa 
1o minister as a doctor to a suffering and needy district.’ ” 

Felicity Rust was conscious of tears smarting her 
eyes. The secretary was reading from another yellow 
sheet: “A wire from Grace Hutchins, a missionary nurse 
in China. She cables: ‘Miss Felicity Rust’s enthusiasm 
in the missionary society at home was so contagious that 
it ignited a spark of missionary fervor within me, and 
here I am trying to be the good missionary Miss Felicity 
would approve.’ ” 

Grace Hutchins, thought Felicity—but she had left 
Greenvale some years ago. Again the secretary was 
holding up a telegram and reading a message from an 
isolated home mission field in the West. Rose Harding 
and her husband had established a mission church on 
the prairies, and Rose was grateful for the training she 
had received in the missionary society back home. ‘Miss 
Felicity made missions so real and so appealing a service 
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that I could never have been happy in any other work,” 
ended Rose’s telegram. 

John Gleason was on his feet and interrupting the 
secretary in his eagerness: “I want to bear witness to 
the power and influence of Miss Felicity Rust,” he was 
saying. “I guess you all know it was her strategy that 
got me into the Junior Mission Society, and the germ I 
got there gave me the yen to do missionary work in 
India. I am speaking for my wife—and she will tell you 
she caught the germ the same time I did. I want to 
introduce you to one of our native India women sur- 
geons. She is taking postgraduate work in this country, 
ana she first heard of Miss Felicity Rust when she was 
a pupil in our girls’ schooi—”’ 

The dusky-cheeked woman wearing the sari rose to 
her feet and smiled at Miss Felicity, then announced 
simply: “When I go back to India I am to have charge 
of a new hospital, and I think that I shall have over the 
front entrance in big letters the word ‘Felicity’—a tri- 
bute to the woman who organized this society and was 
responsible for Mr. and Mrs. Gleason coming to India.” 

There was deafening applause, and Miss Felicity 
shivered a little with nervousness. The Chinese girl 
was on her feet and talking with animation: “I am a 
student in one of your great universities—I am fitting 
myself to become the principal of a girls’ mission school. 
The missionary that taught me Christianity grew up in 
the Missionary Society, and Miss Felicity Rust was her 
model. I might not have heard the Gospel—I might not 
have had an education if it had not been for Miss 
Felicity.” 

“Folks, I wonder if you know the reason I am ex- 
perimenting in agriculture in Africa today?” questioned 
Raymond Cairns jumping to his feet. “It was at one of 
Miss Felicity’s open supper meetings that I met a mis- 
sionary on furlough. He had come out to speak at the 
meeting, and he had told Miss Felicity some of his prob- 
lems—he was up against a wall because he was greener 
than green where agriculture was concerned. Miss 
Felicity called me in in consultation—I had just been 
appointed a professor on the staff of Oriole Agriculture 
College; she invited me to the missionary supper—don’t 
suppose I’d ever been in a missionary meeting before in 
my life. That African missionary’s problem started me 
thinking—I had knowledge that could be used to ad- 
vantage out there in Africa, and that is how I happen to 
be a missionary agriculturalist today.” 

Felicity Rust sensed her heart skip a beat. She had 
never linked up that open supper meeting with Raymond 
Cairns’ missionary service. And now the native African 
was being introduced. He was in America seeking to 
interest Christian people in a mission he would estab- 
lish in a desolate heathen community where no white 
man had ever visited. 

“T have long known Miss Felicity, for I was a mission 
boy in her brother’s school,” said the African simply. 
“T thank God for Miss Felicity and for her brother she 
sent to Africa.” 

A telegraph boy came to the door, and other messages 
were brought up the aisle to the platform. Other men 
and women who had served as missionaries on foreign 
fields gave their testimony. Miss Felicity’s brain was all 
confusion. Africa and China, India, Japan and South 
America, and the Prairies—it was all so bewildering. 

Suddenly a vision radiated her very being: She had 
gone to the uttermost parts of the world. 
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Ourselves 


Among 


Speaking of Spiders 


Ir was Walter Winchell who brought up the subject 
of spiders. He suggested that they might be used as 
barometers, since they seem to be weather-wise little 
creatures, In fair weather they spread their lacy webs 
delicately over large areas. When a storm is coming 
they shorten the strands and strengthen the web, 

Apparently, the spiders of the Holy Land show them- 
selves only when Nature is serene. The only references 
to spiders’ webs in the Bible use a to represent frail 
and transitory things, Isaiah says that the wickedness 
of the people is like a spider's arabs but it cannot be 
made into a garment to cover them. Job says that the 
hope of the hypocrite shall be cut off; it is like the 
spider's web. On the other hand, both Job and Isaiah 
were poets, They had no intention of presenting a scien- 
lifie treatise on spiders, They wanted to show the folly 
of putting trust in anything but God's goodness. 

Just the same, spiders are well worth a little thought. 
None of us really likes them. They are creepy, ecrawly 
little things. We may refrain from killing them, either 
from a dislike of needlessly killing anything that God 
has made, or because we know that they help to destroy 
many of the insect pests that beset our path, 

There are few things that add more beauty to an early 
morning landscape than the dew-studded webs which 
decorate the grass of the fields. Great poets have tried 
to capture their loveliness and imprison it in words. 
Painters and photographers have tried to reproduce 
their dainty spangles. All of us have looked at them 
with wonder and with reverence, That anything as tiny 
as a spider can make a thing as perfect as one of those 
webs speaks to us of the patience of the Creator. 

The method of weaving a web does depend upon the 
weather, When there is no wind, the spider must run 
with her thread and fasten it in a spot of her choosing. 
That is evidently what the spider who so encouraged 
Robert Bruce was doing with such quiet persistence. 
When there is a gentle breeze, the spider lets the thread 
blow free, Where it lands she fastens it, Skillfully, but 

sasually, she runs back and forth along the swaying 
strands, until she has the sort of net she needs. When a 
storm is brewing, she “shortens the strands and 
strengthens the web,” 

Now, that is not a bad idea for Christian women in 
1942, is it? We may not have as many legs as a spider, 
but we have lots more brains. We ought to be able to 
weather the storm ever so much better, 

In days of peace and plenty, we can take things a 
little easy and leave the outline of our lives somewhat 
to chance, We can spread our energies a bit thin with- 
out doing a great deal of harm to the general pattérn, 
No matter where life’s gentle breezes carry us, we are 
almost bound to land on our feet. 

All of us face, now and again, a year when those 
gentle breezes turn into a gale that seems determined 
to sweep away all that we hold dear, All of us face, 
now and again, a personal storm that tests our endur- 
ance, This year the war clouds have broken over us, 
and we feel the force of a national storm as well. 


THE LUTHERAN 


“oe By Margaret A. J. Irvin 


If we are wise, we will take a lesson from the lowly 
spider. We will shorten the strands and strengthen the 
web by putting first things first. There are a hundred 
ways to spend our energy. Besides the regular calls of 
the church's work, there are the other worthy com- 
munity enterprises which make a bid for our time and 
interest—P. T. A., milk control, temperance, neighbor- 
hood zoning, prison reform, labor legislation, uniforms 
for the school band. Add to these the demands which 
the war has brought: Red Cross work, home defense, 
helping in local service centers, etc. If we tried to do 
everything we would like to do, we would soon have 
spun our thread out so fine, it would snap under the 
strain. Then we would be in a nice fix. And we would 
not be in it alone. We could make things quite unpleas- 
ant for other people by falling out of line. 

To keep the pattern of our lives firm, we place God 
at the center. Every important, sustaining strand is 
woven through that center. Every activity we under- 
take is considered first in relation to God. And one 
after another we find them worth our time and thought. 
There seem to be very few things to which the Chris- 
tian woman gives her time which are not just as impor- 
tant in days of stress as théy were in quieter days. 

Jesus knew all about spiders and their habits, but 
He did not liken the Kingdom of God to a spider’s web. 
He likened it to a mustard seed that grows and grows. 


Here | Go Again 


Tur three-year-old had been watching his older sister 
play the piano. Her efforts to draw music from the in- 
strument were a little crude. Yet the sounds were rec- 
ognizable. The three-year-old thought it was wonderful. 
He sang, “The Farmer in the Dell,” to her accompani- 
ment just as enthusiastically as if he had had a full 
symphony orchestra to back him up. 

Several times he tried his own skill. He seated him- 
self on the high bench and flung his baby hands at the 
piano. His voice rose triumphantly above the discords. 
“Jesus loves me,” he proclaimed with gusto. The older 
members of the family kept their faces respectfully 
sober, 

At last he looked over his shoulder. 
apologetic. He shook his head. 

“Well, here I go again. But I don’t know—” 

Most of us know just how he felt. There is something 
we want to do. We are not quite sure how to go about 
it, but we are willing to “make a stab at it.’ Just the 
same we can’t help feeling a little dubious about the 
results, 

As Lord Palmerston told Florence Nightingale, en- 
thusiasm cannot take the place of training. No matter 
what we want to do, training is necessary. Some of us 
get our knowledge the hard way and learn by doing. 
That is much better than folding our hands and saying, 
“Sorry. I don't play.” It is still better to take enough 
instruction in our chosen fields of service so that our 
uncertainty disappears. We can approach the task we 
have undertaken without making any apologetic re- 
marks to the audience. 


He was a bit 
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Minister's Wife... . The Tempo Quickens 


The Bordenville Parish Begins to Feel the War 


I wavep the children off to school and turned on the 
radio. Even before the United States was formally at 
war, we had made it a practice not to listen to the news 
when they were around any oftener than necessary. I 
am so anxious to bring them through these next few 
years with steady nerves. 

Jerry thinks I am a little over-anxious. Perhaps he 
is right. I'll admit, my inclination would be to coddle 
them and keep unpleasantness away from them as much 
as possible. My husband’s theory is that that makes 
them soft, and when they do bump up against the 
harsher realities of life, they will not be prepared. 

So we have compromised, and the whole family listens 
to one of the less sensational commentators, In that 
way we can help Mark and Joan interpret what they 
hear. We can also, I hope, show them how a Christian 
family responds to anything as serious as news of war. 
This is not a football broadcast, to be greeted with cheers 
and groans or any other form of hysteria. 

At the close of the broadcast this morning, an or- 
chestra began sending its light, popular airs into the 
room. I could almost believe I had dreamed the news 
bulletins. My living room was just as sunny as ever. 
There were the same breakfast dishes waiting to be 
washed, the same beds to be made. Even after a month 
of open war, I could hardly make myself believe it. I 
caught myself up, sharply. The war is no dream, and I 
must not stand here dreaming either. I must get 
through with my morning tasks as quickly as possible 
and get over to the Red Cross meeting at the church. 

As I emerged from the front door, Mrs. Gerber was 
coming up the street. 

“Good morning, Mrs. Lathrop,” she called. “Are you 
going to work for the Red Cross? It isn’t often we see 
you out in the morning. That family of yours keeps 
you busy, I am sure. I know how much you have to do, 
and I didn’t expect you would be able to find time for 
war work,” 

“There are only twenty-four hours in the day, but 
sometimes we can stretch them if we have to. I'm going 
to help the Red Cross even if a little dust collects in the 
house and: the children’s stockings go undarned.” 

“We are all going to have to live a little differently, 
I suppose. Sara thinks it is a dreadful thing to say, but 
I really find it quite exciting.” 

“T suppose all of us feel that a little. There is some- 
thing in human nature that doesn’t like to take life easy, 
We may act a bit lazy at times, but down deep in our 
hearts we like the challenge of a hard job.” 

-Just then I saw Mrs. Milland coming and changed 
the subject. It seemed both heartless and presumptuous 
for me to talk about “the challenge of a hard job” when 
I have no close relative in the service. If Mrs. Milland 
is feeling the strain of Art’s absence she does not show 
it. I think that, like a lot of people, she is finding peace 
of mind in the fact that our only course lies straight 
ahead. 

“Look at the cars in front of the church,” she called. 
“There must be a lot of women there. I thought I’d 
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get there early, but I was detained by a telephone call. 
By the way, Mrs. Lathrop, part of my conversation was 
about the missionary society program. Last year’s chair- 
man had everything planned as far as our centenary 
luncheon this month. Now the new committee will have 
to get things in hand for the rest of the year.” 

“Ts that so? I thought it was all worked out through 
next September, when the new packet comes out.” 

“And so it should have been, I just didn’t check up 
on my committee when I was sick last fall. Now the 
new president has asked me to be chairman of the pro- 
gram committee. It looks like ‘out of the frying pan 
into the fire’ to me,” 

“Go along! You know you will enjoy the work.” 

“T will if everyone accepts the topics I ask them to 
take! And I am going to begin by asking whether you 
will take the one for May on World Christian Fellow- 
ship. We thought of you because you have ready access 
to your husband's library, and we thought, too, that he 
might help you bring the topic up to date.” 

“I’m not especially flattered. I think it’s my husband’s 
ideas you really want! But of course I will do it.” 

“The topics were written in peace time, but they could 
not be better chosen to help us through this crisis and 
help us build a better world when this is over.” 

“That's just what we said the last time,” broke in Mrs. 
Gerber. “Do you really think it can ever be done?” 

“Maybe not this time, but we have to keep trying, or 
go back to the jungle. At least we should have learned 
a few lessons from the past twenty years, it seems to 
me,” 

There were a lot of things I wanted to say about the 
only real peace being in the church and things like that, 
but by this time we were inside. Mrs. Benson hurried 
up. 

“Isn't it wonderful that so many women have turned 
out? The only hitch is that they seem to feel that they 
cannot do this and have the February bazaar too. What 
do you ladies think of having a collection instead of the 
bazaar, so that they can give their time to this?” 

“T think it would be nice,” said Mrs. Milland. “Surely 
real service projects ought to come first. We can all dig 
a little deeper into our pockets to finance our local 
church work. Most of us hardly know the meaning of 
the word ‘give’ anyhow.” 


Naughty 


Nora’s 


Nonsense 


Most of us would feel 
cheated 

If we followed a bright star 

And found just a tiny baby 

After traveling so far. 
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las ae ‘Se fenc (Zi) 


The morning stars sang together, And all the sons of 
God shouted for joy. Job 38:7 


Turn the electricity into your radio tubes. As by 
magic, sound emanates from waves of light. When God 
turned on the lights at Creation’s dawn, “the morning 
stars sang together.” It is more than mere figurative 
language of the poetic Book of Job. Literally, light 
emanates sound; the wave lengths and intensity deter- 
mine the quality and volume of the vibrating tones. 
Conversely, music induces the spiritual light of inner 
joy or other emotions and sentiments, firing the soul 
with passions, good or evil. We can join in the chorus 
of the heavens, as we gather around the Hope of the 
ages, the Star of Bethlehem. 


ai Sealy ae 
There shall come forth a star out of Jacob, and a 
sceptre shall rise out of Israel. Numbers 24: 17 


In a moving picture, some actors stand out with spe- 
cial prominence. Like the more brilliant stars in the 
heavens, they outshine the rest. With inspired vision, 
the Midianite prophet Balaam told the Moabite king 
Balak, that he saw a future “star” arise in Israel. Balak 
did not like it. He did not know that this coming star 
would be part Moabite, through Ruth, grandmother of 
Jesse, David’s father. The glory of that King foretold 
has since shone as the Sun, in a spiritual empire. 


“That Jacob’s Star which made the sun 

To dazzle if He durst look on, 

Now mantled o’er in Bethlehem’s night, 

Borrowed a star to show Him light.”—Jeremy Taylor 


+ + + 
And lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went 
before them till it came and stood over where the 
young child was. Matthew 2:9 


Wise men from the east saw the star and followed its 
guidance to the Child at Bethlehem. All men who are 
led by heaven-sent light, whether of conscience, prov- 
idence, or special grace, are wise. They are truly blessed 
if the lesser lights lead to the recognition that “the Light 
of the world is Jesus,” and to the acceptance of Him as 
Saviour and King. 


+ * + 


And they came into the house and saw the young 
child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshipped him. Matthew 2: 11 


Loox at that doting mother with her little child. Each 
look, each movement, is one of adoration. To an on- 
looker nothing divine, or even outstanding, appears in 
that little child. With the Babe of Bethlehem ’twas dif- 
ferent; worshipers from distant lands came to worship 
Him. Multitudes since adore Him as sinless, divine. We 
should not idolize imperfect mortals, yet we still should 
seek and recognize the best in childlike innocence and 
trustfulness, sweetness of quality like to the Christ. 
Wherever is incarnate grace and goodness, there we 
can as “wise men” find Jesus. 


THE LUTHERAN 


ane (ieee eee 


Now when they were departed, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise 
and take the young child and his mother, and flee into 
Egypt, and be thou there until I tell thee. 

Matthew 2: 13 


JOSEPH was hardly possessed of special psychic 
powers. But he was spiritually-minded, and was keen 
to know God’s will. He had not studied the stars like 
the Magi, but he believed that the message in Hosea 
11: 1, “I called my son out of Egypt,” referred to Jesus. 
At any rate, God sent an angel to Joseph in a dream. 
Guidance is vouchsafed the keenly spiritual through 
angel ministrations and whisperings of the inner voice 
of His Spirit. Trusting Him, 


“We have no dread of any shape 
Which darkness can assume or fill; 
We are not weary; we can wait, 
God’s hours are never late.” 


+ + + 


The dayspring from on high shall visit us, To shine 
upon them that sit in darkness and the shadow of 
death; to guide our feet into the way of peace. 


Luke 1:79 


“In the shadow of death” describes the world today. 
The deepening darkness can be dispelled only by the 
light of God’s truth and love. The spirit of Jesus Christ 
alone can “guide our feet into the way of peace.” 


“Took up, and see the lightening from afar. 
Over my Bethlehem behold the star 
Quickening the eastward sky!” 


a ss de eee 
Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of 
Jehovah is risen upon thee. Isaiah 60: 1 


Biackouts may screen from enemy bombers, but the 
deeper the darkness the more alluring it is for the devil. 
The “armor of light” is the best protection against the 
forces that attack the soul. Because “the Sun of Right- 
eousness” has arisen, we know that the right shall tri- 
umph. So we feel no fear, 


“Knowing that God is always nigh, 
And none pass by 

Except His sons, who cannot bring 
Tidings of evil, since they sing. 


So we keep 
On through the night, contented with our sheep, 
And with the stars. Between us and the east, 
No wall, no tree, no cloud, lifts bar. 
We know the sunrise.”—Helen Hunt Jackson 


LET US PRAY 
In the words of Michael Schirmer and Simon Browne: 
“Teft to ourselves we shall but stray; 
O lead us on the narrow way, 
With wisest counsel guide us.” 


“lead us to holiness, the road 
That we must take to dwell with God.” 


ea a en! 


al le we 


ee ee 


January 7, 1942 


Epiphany in the Home 


CHRISTMAS candles, in home or church, diffuse a soft 
radiance that only the dim light in the Bethlehem stable 
can interpret. In that dark shed or grotto was a little 
hay-bed where slept a perfect baby. There was at the 
time ‘“‘no room in the inn” because the village was over- 
crowded with families present for registration at their 
ancestral address, by order of government. 

This very fact that Mary was crowded from com- 
fortable quarters is significant. The crowding out of the 
suffering Mary and the helpless baby was expressive of 
the universal attitude of selfish humanity. Into such 
inhospitable environment the infinite God came pur- 
posely, that by the inner pressure of His Spirit He might 
make a larger place for Himself and His love in the 
mind and heart of the race. As someone said, “Com- 
merce crowded Jesus into a stable, but commerce now 
crowds to gain benefits from the celebration of His 
birth.” The Roman calendar, which dated a registration 
compelling Mary to go to Bethlehem, has been changed 
that time may be reckoned from that very birthday of 
our Lord—Anno Domini. 

The flickering light in that stable bespoke the flame 
of love in the soul of the mother. The radiance of her 
spirit could not be restrained, but burst into adoration 
and praise: “My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.” Motherhood 
ever beams forth the radiance of love. With it is lighted 
the torch that dispels the darkness and fears which steal 
into the place, be it ever so humble, called home. 
Mother-love brightens the path of her child from the 
time of its first steps on past each pitfall and trial along 
its way. If called upon to see her loved one suffer or 
snatched from her by death, she still, like Mary, is seen 
“standing by the cross,” in travail of soul. 

Even more radiantly perhaps beams that other little 
light of the home—babyhood. God’s candlelight, shining 
from each baby’s soul, bespeaks a little of heaven’s 
radiance; but only from the Christ child beams the glory 
of Deity, “God manifest in the flesh.” 

From the manger cradle shines a radiance celestial 
into countless homes; from it streams subtle rays of 
divine sweetness and light. With more than rainbow 
beauty its glory has encircled the horizons of human 
history and is destined to envelope, in spite of sin’s deep 
mists, the soul of the human race. In the Christian home 
the Epiphany—“manifestation”—of Christ in babyhood 
enlightens and sanctifies all other loves. From that 
home center, divine love must finally prevail. 


Epiphany on the Hills 


Hits lift their heads toward heaven and extend their 
ridges like outstretched arms to embrace the first rays 
of the sun at dawn and to bask in the starlight at night. 
Along the hillsides of Judea shepherds drank in the 
mystic light of the moon and mixed dreams of far-away 
realms with their nearby tasks. Perhaps the strange 
expectancy that had crept like a phantom over Jehovah’s 
“chosen” laid hold of those toilers; for many in Israel 
believed that the coming of the Messiah was at hand. 
A fear as of something impending gripped them. Then 
suddenly down avenues from heaven, streamed like 
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celestial apparitions the angels of God. The floods of 
light which bore them merged into one great glory be- 
yond that of the morn. It was an Epiphany of heavenly 
ambassadors, hymning God’s praise and foretelling His 
peace. Their high spokesman announced the more glo- 
rious Epiphany of God’s own Son as “Saviour,” “Christ, 
the Lord.” Fears vanished; and the light that scattered 
the darkness of nature brought a new revelation. 

In the darkness of these later times we, too, toilers in 
sin’s night, look for the dawning of a better day. To us, 
as to them, the manifestation of the Saviour, transcend- 
ently greater than all premiers, kings, and presidents, 
is the supreme message of the “good tidings.” In His 
Epiphany is our confidence as to the final triumph of 
right over wrong, of peace and goodwill. 


From the East 


From the East, borne on swift wings, have come the 
challenges of war. From the East came once, on slow- 
moving camels, not mighty war lords but humble men of 
wisdom bringing offerings of good will. Westward to a 
new-born Prince of a spiritual Kingdom, they wended 
their peaceful way. Whether from Chaldea or elsewhere 
matters little. Enough is it for us to know they were 
wise and good. They followed the guidance of reason, 
interpreting the messages of their studied skies and of 
faith, believing the prophecies of their sages and Israel’s 
prophets, and trusting in the guiding light of a special 
heaven-sent star. In sacrificial spirit they led the way 
for a host of Christmas givers of the ages since in annual 
trek to Bethlehem, and to its Babe in Whom babyhood 
is honored and childhood showered with gifts. Not with 
sword, torpedo or bomb did they come, but with gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh—symbols, as some in- 
terpret, of plenty, peaceful prayer, and health. Each 
offering was prophetic of the gifts returned, in infinite 
value, by that Prince of Bethlehem. Through these 
Easterners were heralded the great international mes- 
sage as to a universal Kingdom and its spiritual Ruler. 

Lights illumine and guide. Whether it be the tiny 
bome candles, the fiery orbs in nature, or the Star of 
Bethlehem and the Word of His spiritual revelation, 
God gives us each sufficient light to illuminate our way. 


“O Christmas stars! your pregnant silentness, 
Mute syllabled in rhythmic light, 
Fills all the night. 
No doubt, on all your golden shores, 
Full music rings 
Of happiness 
As sweet as ours. 
Midway in that great tideless stream which pours, 
And builds its shining road through trackless space, 
From you to us, and us to you, must be 
Some mystic place, 
Where all our voices meet, and melt 
Into this solemn silence which is felt, 
And sense of sound mysterious brings 
Where sound is not. This is God’s secret. He 
Sits centered in His myriads of skies, 
Where seas of sound and seas of silence rise, 
And break together in one note and key, 
Divinely limitless in harmony!” —Helen Hunt Jackson 


The suggestions in the four columns of these two facing 
pages are presented for study and meditation by J. William 
McCauley, D.D., Salem, Virginia. 
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Washington 


BY 
OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER AND 
RALPH W. LOEW 


THE LUTHERAN 


Memories 

It was springtime in Washington, 1940. The cherry 
blossoms were just over. Dr. Hajime Inadomi from 
Japan was in town and took us to visit Mr. Kensuke 
Horinouchi, his friend, then Ambassador from Japan to 
America. Over a sandwich tray and the teacups that 
afternoon we talked in detail about how the kingdom 
of God can gather up the hopes, the needs, the cultures 
of us all into a world-transcending loyalty. Mr. Horin- 
ouchi was an active Christian, attending the First Bap- 
tist Church here, and belonging to the Oxford Group. 
When he left Japan to come here as ambassador, his 
Christian friends presented him a bill folder inscribed, 
“For we are ambassadors for Christ.” 

Memories of earlier days come back, too! We were 
privileged to have numerous visits at the German Em- 
bassy when Dr. Hans Luther was ambassador. No one 
was more appreciated by all classes in Washington, espe- 
cially by church people and the press. A Protestant 
ministers’ luncheon at the embassy with Dr. Luther as 
host is unforgettable, as well as that delightful affair the 
Lutheran pastors tendered him before he returned to 
Europe. It was incongruous to look at that picture of 
Hitler in the reception hall and then go upstairs and 
meet this cultured, Christian gentleman. They just 
didn’t belong together. .. . Oh, that men like Kensuke 
Horinouchi and Hans Luther could have guided the 
destinies of Japan and Germany! 


Sermons in Wartime 

Some subjects of Washington sermons on the first 
Sunday after Congress declared war: “The Destiny We 
Covet for America.” ... “There Will Always Be a 
Christmas.” .. . “The Light That Will Not Go Out.” ... 
“So Help Us God.” .. . “The Cost of Peace by Force.” ... 
“A Man of God in a Time of Crisis.” .. . “The Task of 
the Church for the Duration.” ... “When Days Are 
Dark.” .. . “He Did Not Come in Vain.” . . . “Listen, 
Men.” ... “The Human Cradle.” 


Maude Royden 


THERE is nothing much more fascinating than to listen 
to a thoroughly trained religious mind tackle a social 
problem. That is what Dr. Maude Royden did here this 
week. Once a sincere pacifist in company with such 
friends as Dick Sheppard and Herbert Grey, she now 
sees no other way than war. The cancer, she thinks, 
must be cut out. But there is nothing glorious about it, 
and in her approach was not one bitter or vindictive 
word. Only a spiritual moron could have left her service 
without being aware of a greatly suffering soul, strug- 
gling to keep her faith. Her strictures against the Ver- 
sailles Treaty, we thought, seemed accurate. She holds 


no fantastic dreams about a new world after the war— 
it is going to be tough business, but the church must 
count in it. Some of her sentences will linger along with 
her general impression. ... “A higher standard of living 
does not mean a higher standard of life. . . . We are 
made comfortable by scientific inventions and eco- 
nomics, but the result has been frustration. . . . Jesus 
didn’t stop with making people comfortable. . . . Must 
man develop his intellect until he destroys himself? ... 
One civilization cannot be shaken without shaking all 
others. ... We must let God use our minds and bodies 
on a spiritual plane. .. . The saint is the man through 
whom God works. ... Spiritual power can be terrific.” 


War Pictures 


A pate line for posterity, December 7, has changed 
Washington already. Dimmed lights along the streets 


at night .. . soldiers with bared bayonets patrolling the — 


nerve centers ... machine guns stationed at the Lincoln 
Memorial, guarding the Arlington Bridge . . . Japanese 
cherry trees cut down by vandals and rude remarks 
scrawled where bark had been hacked away ... the 
White House in perfect blackout . . . the saddest sight 
of all, and one which brings a lump to the throat: the 
darkened dome of the Capitol ... America is at war! 


What Victory Brings 

In all of the hopes we’ve read about victory, we like 
the word which came out of England recently. Victory, 
said a far-sighted writer, cannot bring religion. Victory 
cannot bring democracy. Victory cannot bring freedom. 
Victory can only bring opportunity. That’s a word to be 
kept alive in these days when the war drums are beating 
and men talk of the bitter task ahead. It’s also a thought 
for the New Year! 


Democracy at Work 

WHILE a crisis demands strong central leadership, 
careful observers of national trends welcome initiative 
from individuals and states. So two recent moves are 
encouraging. One is the Citizens’ Emergency Committee 
on Non-Defense Expenditures, of which President 
Wriston of Brown University is chairman and which is 
organizing an economy campaign. Dr. William L. 
Stidger of Boston University School of Religion is chair- 
man of a-sub-committee of church leaders to participate. 
Dr. Stidger charges that a moral issue is involved in 
“unbridled governmental expenditures.” .. . A second 
interesting move is led by Mayor William H. Dress of 
Evansville, Ind., who has called a conference of six 
hundred mayors of similar-sized cities to study the 
maintenance of employment not in conflict with the 
national defense. 


a 
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eACROSS THE “DESK 


Amon the formulas which many of us have learned 
to use when we hear other people tell us their troubles 
is the popular and often misapplied phrase, “It might 
have been worse.” It is our observation that the most 
aggravating effect of the comment is the vanity of pro- 
testing its futility. Of course the extreme of malicious- 
ness is never reached. The man who is hanged might 
have been “broken on the wheel” or “drawn and 
quartered.” The victim of the ache due to an infected 
tooth might have his pain multiplied if he had sprained 
his ankle by stumbling over a chair when he sought the 
medicine chest for a counterirritant, or his dentist might 
extract the wrong tooth. 

In different words but with a similar background is 
the question likely to confront one in any company dur- 
ing these days—the query, “What is this world coming 
to?” To begin with, that final preposition indicates lack 
of regard for the high-class English. But our real objec- 
tion to the query is the “all out” gloominess about the 
future which is expressed by the gestures and sad 
countenance of the inquirer. One is thereby told that 
only the worst can happen from now on. 

Such a view is not a correct interpretation of the facts 
in the case. Not everything has moved backward and 
downward during the last century. For example, the 
following has been sent us which concerns a school for 
American women. We quote: 


“How a century changes our opinions, convictions, even 
the laws of living! For example, note what a difference in 
the rules for young women at college obtain now, as com- 
pared with a hundred years ago. j 

“Some investigator of old documents reports that the fol- 
lowing rules were in force at the Mt. Holyoke College for 
women in 1837: 

“ ‘No young lady shall become a member of Mt. Holyoke 
Seminary who cannot kindle a fire, mash potatoes, and re- 
peat the multiplication table and at least two-thirds of the 
shorter catechism. 

“Every member of the school shall walk a mile a day 
unless a freshet, earthquake, or some other calamity prevent. 

“No young lady shall devote more than an hour a day 
to miscellaneous reading. 

“No young lady is expected to have gentlemen acquaint- 
ances unless they are returned missionaries or agents of 
benevolent societies.’ ” 


“THE ROARING FORTIES” 


Tue date of the above regulations is slightly earlier 
than 1842, whose centennial is now the focus of atten- 
tion in our United Lutheran Church. But really “those 
good old days” leave much to be desired. It is happily 
true that the beginnings of many Christian enterprises 
occurred in or near the fourth decade of the last cen- 
tury. It seems reasonable to conclude that God inter- 
poses a few high-class, vision-seeing individuals like 
Father Heyer whenever the chorus query about “what 
this world is coming to” has come to the edge of self- 
control. 

Our recent access to Latourette’s last volume, his 
History of the Great Century and some re-reading of 
MeMaster’s History of the United States led us to the 
conclusion that one cannot always discern that progress 
is in process from the circumstances of its occurrence. 


Plenty of fault can be found with the America which 
the pioneer of Lutheran foreign mission work left in 
his own land when he accepted a call to India. 

The period politically contained the financial disasters 
that followed “the panic of 1837.” There was the threat 
of a war with Great Britain. The “slavery question” was 
emerging into the stages of controversy that involved 
moral and religious as well as economic factors. Texas, 
having won independence from Mexico, and having 
sought annexation to the United States, was received. 

The census of 1840 showed a population of the United 
States numbering 17,069,453. Distributed among thirty 
states and eighteen territories, not including Alaska 
which was purchased in 1867, nor the area acquired in 
connection with the Spanish-American War in 1898. But 
immigration from Europe, which numbered slightly 
more than 10,000, jumped in the “thirties” and in 1842 
had reached the then stupendous number of 104,565. 
From 1845 until 1854 the total of newcomers increased 
annually until the crest year of that pre-Civil War 
period when the count was almost half a million new- 
comers. The “Americanization” of so many people from 
so many nations was a great problem. The final years 
of the decade included the discovery of gold in Cali- 
fornia, the readjustments of boundary lines with Mexico 
and Canada, and, to give the mixture additional con- 
fusion, the clash of political ambitions in which Webster, 
Clay, Calhoun, and their contemporaries made full use 
of their guaranteed freedom. 


THE GREAT MISSIONARY MOVEMENT 

ConvDITIONS in what the people who occupied the 
Western continent called the Old Country were not 
peaceful nor prosperous. Discontent with government 
reached the climax, we often hear mentioned as the 
revolution of 1848. The situations in Great Britain, 
France, Germany, and the Scandinavian countries were 
such as to encourage that migration to the Western con- 
tinent which speedily occupied the Mississippi Valley 
and later the Pacific states. It was the inequalities in 
economic and political relations among classes of the 
people that led to unsuccessful efforts at reform by 
violent measures. But those controversies ‘over there” 
give birth to convictions “over here” that inspired lead- 
ers to agitate and organize parties and movements— 
sometimes to correct and occasionally to avoid the 
sources of hardship in their countries of origin. 

It seems to us worthy of note that the “roaring forties” 
contain among other phenomena indicative of construc- 
tive movements the offer of Father Heyer to go to India 
and the willingness of Lutherans in America to send 
bim. We are not undertaking to produce an explanation 
of the fact that 1842 is a date year in our Church’s his- 
tory. The citation of the events abroad and at home is 
not offered in the relation of cause and effect. It does 
seem to us beyond contradiction, however, that the con- 
troversies and sectarian divisions that reached climaxes 
in the decade of Heyer were the products of soul-grip- 
ping convictions that lifted religion from an abstract 
mode of worship into the domain where men and women 
felt individually responsible to God for the thoughts 
and impulses of their hearts. 
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Day of Divine Destiny 


Ending of Prophecy by John the Baptist the Beginning of 
Jesus’ Ministry of Atonement 


By NATHAN R. MELHORN 
Luke 3: 1-6, 15-17, 21, 22. The Sunday School Lesson for January 18 


THERE are not many personal intro- 
ductions to be found in the New Testa- 
ment and none that is as specific in 
its outline as are the two which have 
been expressed by John the Bap- 
tist and by Jesus, each for the other. 
John, baptizing in the Jordan River, 
pointed to one standing among the peo- 
ple, who had come to listen to his mes- 
sage and to be baptized, and said: “I 
indeed baptize you with water; but one 
mightier than I cometh, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to un- 
loose: he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire.” And Jesus 
said concerning John the Baptist: “A 
prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more 
than a prophet. For this is he, of whom 
it is written, Behold, I send my mes- 
senger before thy face, which shall pre- 
pare thy way before thee.” It was in 
a later discourse that Jesus described 
John the Baptist as the last and great- 
est of the Jewish prophets but as the 
least in the kingdom of heaven. 


Judaism at Low Ebb 


It is sometimes said with reference 
to the conditions in Palestine and 
among the nations at the time of the 
birth of Christ, that no period in the 
world’s history seemed less likely to 
contain “the day of the Lord.” The 
government of Palestine, that is, of the 
“land of promise,” was no longer in- 
dependent, but subject to the decrees 
and the decisions of an emperor at 
Rome. The representative of the 
Caesars in purely Jewish affairs was 
not even a Jew of acceptable purity of 
descent, but an Idumaean, whose ability 
as a sovereign was in proportion to the 
recklessness and ruthlessness as indi- 
cated when he violated every dictate 
of justice in the slaying of the innocent 
babes in and around Bethlehem when 
he learned that among them might be 
the one who should drive him, Herod, 
from his throne. Then, too, as is usually 
the case where a subject people seek 
to curry favor with their overlords, the 
lawful simplicity of life which was 
commanded the Jews by their religion 
had become corrupted by intrusions 
from the Gentile world. Between rich 
and poor was a great gulf. The appoint- 
ments of its aristocracy were luxurious. 
Their morals were voluptuous. Their 
ideals were borrowed from pagan 
neighbors, a habit which Rome did not 
hesitate to encourage among its con- 
quered people. The inner nature of 
such a government was unworthy. 


A Divided People 


The Jews had divisions among them- 
selves that disclose the low ebb of their 
loyalty to Jehovah. After the conquest 
of the warring sections of the Macca- 
bean period (150 B. C.), three groups 
made themselves evident either by 
their practices or their doctrines. The 
one usually mentioned first is the party 
of the PuarisEEs. “They represented 
the traditional orthodoxy and stiff 
formalism, the legal self-righteousness 
and the fanatical bigotry of Judaism. 
They had most influence with the peo- 
ple and the women, and controlled the 
public worship.” (Schaff.) 

The less numerous were the Sap- 
DUCEES. These were the worldly- 
minded, skeptical, rationalistic section 
of influential Judean society. They 
were followers of the philosophy of the 
Epicureans. They “denied the resur- 
rection of the body and the immortality 
of the soul, the existence of angels and 
spirits, and the doctrine of an all-ruling 
providence. They numbered their fol- 
lowers among the rich, and had for 
some time possession of the office of 
the high priest. Caiaphas belonged to 
their party.” 

The third group were the ESsENEs, 
“a mystic and ascetic order or broth- 
erhood, who lived mostly in monkish 
seclusion in villages and in the desert” 
area on the Dead Sea. “They were the 
forerunners of Christian monasticism.” 


An “All in One” Prophet 


The comments which are made by 
our Lord relative to both Sadducees 
and Pharisees indicate what John, be- 
ing a prophet, made the objectives of 
his criticism as he preached to the mul- 
titudes that came to listen to him. 
Schaff in his History of the Christian 
Church lists Jewish prophets from the 
eighth century before Christ when 
Israel was suffering under Assyrian op- 
pression. He cites Isaiah as the prophet 
of clearest vision in foretelling the com- 
ing of the Christ. The successors of 
this great Judean were Micah, Joel, 
and Obadiah in the kingdom of Judah, 
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and Hosea, Amos, and Jonah in the 
kingdom of Israel. What has come to 
be known as the period of canonical 
prophecy; that is, the writings of 
prophets that were accepted by the 
Jews as their Scripture, continued for 
two centuries after Isaiah and closed 
with “the prophets of the restoration,” 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. Then 
there is the period of 400 years before 
the voice of prophecy again is heard, 
and this time it is John the Baptist 
who comes, preaching repentance and 
declaring, “The kingdom of God is at 
hand.” With him the line of identifying 
prophecy closes. 


Gentile Heathenism 


Paralleling the degeneracy that had 
taken place amongst the Jews in Pales- 
tine were conditions in the pagan 
world. ‘“Heathenism,” writes Schaff, 
“is religion in its wild growth on the 
soil of fallen human nature, a darken- 
ing of the original consciousness of 
God, a deification of the rational and 
irrational creature, and a correspond- 
ing corruption of the moral sense, giv- 
ing the sanction of religion to natural 
and unnatural vices.” (Schaff attaches 
to this definition of heathenism a ref- 
erence to Paul’s picture of heathen im- 
morality which is found in the first 
chapter of the great missionary’s Epis- 
tle to the Romans.) Penetrating this 
blackness were faint rays of light, 
partly longings of the people to be re- 
lieved of their ignorance and supersti- 
tions, partly the effort to form a satisfy- 
ing substitute for religion by ascribing 
divine honors to temporal rulers and 
also in prescribing elaborate rites 
which were performed at shrines ded- 
icated to gods and goddesses born of 
human imaginations. Neither the 
Greeks with their sense of beauty nor 
the Romans with their valuation of 
law had that in their cultures which 
could take the place of or give con- 
tinuance to the hero cults contained 
in their ancestral traditions. 

It is at such a time and among such 
circumstances that the day of the Lord 
dawned upon the world. John the Bap- 
tist, himself at birth designated for a 
prophetic career by the promise made 
to Zacharias and Elisabeth, began his 
ministry with the denunciation of the 
vices which were spewed forth by the 
sinfulness and blasphemy of the peo- 
ple. He ended his prophetic ministry in 
prison, sentenced thereto by the brutal 
Herod. His life closed with that mon- 
arch’s sacrifice of the prophet to his 
vicious paramour. But before this hap- 
pened the forerunner had baptized the 
Messiah, pointing Him out as one Whose 
fan is in His hand but Whose mercy 
would be given to all who sought it. 
This last and greatest of the Jewish 
prophets was the humblest of the first 
believers. 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JOHN TrRaver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


Forward March 


The Communion of Saints 
Ephesians 4: 1-13 


“I aways get confused, pastor, when 
I hear the congregation say that they 
believe in “the communion of saints.” 
What is the difference between that 
and the Holy Communion?” What pas- 
tor has not heard that question at some 
time from some member of his flock? 
Of course the question is answered in 
the catechism, but .. .! Our discussion 
of the topic naturally begins right here, 
at the definitions. 


What is the meaning of the Com- 
munion of Saints? 


Fellowship would be a good sub- 
stitute for communion as used here. 
People must be on some basis of agree- 
ment if they are in a fellowship. Com- 
munion is more than conversation; it is 
a higher means of communication than 
that. Soul confers with soul, thoughts 
are exchanged without the means of 
the spoken word, Christians are knit 
together by a thread that makes them 
one. 

Saints are holy people. We think first 
of those who lived long ago and by 
their beautiful lives so fully reflected 
their faith and love that men called 
them saints. “The goodly company of 
the apostles praise Thee,” is a phrase 
from the glorious chant, “Te Deum 
Laudamus.” These are saints, but not 
all the saints. Through the forgiveness 
of sins which Christ has secured for 
those who believe in Him every Chris- 
tian becomes a saint. 

Once more to define our topic, note 
its relation to the phrase that precedes 
it in the Creed: “The Holy Christian 
Church, the Communion of Saints.” 
Then note the succeeding phrase, “The 
Forgiveness of Sins,” and see how they 
fit into our definition. “Communion of 
Saints” is a descriptive phrase for the 
Church. “Forgiveness of Sins,” through 
Christ, makes us eligible for inclusion 
among the saints, even though our place 
be very humble. 


What is the binder that ties the saints 
together into a communion? 


The answer to this question may well 
be in the words of Peter’s confession, 
Matthew 16: 16, “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” All the 
confessions and creeds of the Christian 
Church are but fuller writing of this 
simple statement of faith. The unity of 


the Communion of Saints is in Christ. 
One who trusts Christ for his salvation 
and has no other hope for this life or 
the next is a saint. 


Is that not a dangerously broad foun- 
dation upon which to build the Church? 


It would be more dangerous to build 
narrower foundations. As men differ 
in tastes, in appearance, in viewpoint, 
so there are bound to be differences as 
soon as we begin to amplify the mean- 
ing of faith. The denominations are a 
result of these differences. 

As Lutherans, we believe that obe- 
dience is a sign of faith. We believe 
that baptism is required as an expres- 
sion of faith and as a means of birth 
into the Kingdom of God. We believe 
that the nourishment of the spirit re- 
quires the Lord’s Supper. Faith would 
be impossible, we believe, without the 
Word, coming out of God’s grace to 
give us faith. We believe that our con- 
fessions correctly interpret the Word. 
Therefore we believe that many who 
call themselves Christians mistake the 
truth. But we do not deny the right 
of any soul to a place in the Com- 
munion of Saints, if that soul depends 
for salvation on Christ. 


Is not this a confusing statement? 
First, it seems to be very broad, then it 
becomes quite narrow, then it closes with 
another very inclusive definition. 


Spiritual matters are always con- 
fusing to those who depend too much 
on logic or reasonableness. But the 
confusion is more apparent than real. 
We must go back to our catechisms 
and recall the twofold meaning of the 
word Church. There is what we call 
the visible church: our Lutheran 
Church is an example. Those who agree 
on the essentials of faith and life find 
greatest joy and greatest profit in wor- 
ship and work together. Denomina- 
tional loyalty, just as national loyalty, 
is good unless it becomes provincial 
and sectarian. It was not wrong for 
the Jews of Jesus’ day to love their 
race and to hold their aspirations of 
national freedom. It became a sin when 
it led them to racial pride and intoler- 
ance. 

The members of the invisible church 
can only be known by God. He looks 
on the hearts of men and reads their 
motives. The insincere man can easily 
fool men, and may even become a pil- 
lar in the visible church. He cannot 
fool God. 

The late Dr. Henry Eyster Jacobs 
clarifies this whole matter in “A Sum- 
mary of the Christian Faith”: 


“There is an inner communion of 
faith, hope, love, prayer and all the 
gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, 
which unites all Christians, however 
widely separated externally, or un- 
known to one another. There is an 
external communion in the common 
use of the Word and Sacraments. Both 
have their degrees. The closest exter- 
nal communion is where believers rec- 
ognize each other as brethren in a com- 
mon confession of the same faith, and 
by ‘unitedly partaking of the Lord’s 
Supper. But such communion exists 
also in a lower degree, where the tes- 
timony to the truth, the sermons, the 
edifying books, the hymns, the prayers, 
the holy lives and triumphant deaths 
of believers encourage and strengthen 
those whom they have not met per- 
sonally, as the writings of Augustine 
and the hymns of Bernard, and the 
witnesses to Christ in every age and 
every land appeal to us. How far such 
communion may extend, the great va- 
riety of sources from which our hymn- 
books and manuals of devotion are 
compiled, suggests. . . . There is no de- 
nomination or circle of Christians how- 
ever rigorous and isolated it may be, 
that is not influenced by every testi- 
mony for Christ and every administra- 
tion of grace prompted by the Holy 
Ghost among other Christians.” 


How best can we express our loyalty 
to Christ’s purpose “‘that we all may be 
one’? 


No illustration is perfect in all de- 
tails, but the best analogy is the rela- 
tion between national loyalty and world 
citizenship. We are most loyal to Christ 
by being loyal to our own denomina- 
tion or communion. By the way, that 
word communion is an ideal word to 
use in the place of the rather vapid 
word denomination. It is right that we 
should love our Lutheran Church and 
devote our lives to her service; but we 
should recognize that much more binds 
us to other communions than to the 
pagan world in which we live. 

The world in which we live demands 
the largest possible co-operation among 
those who will join in Peter’s confes- 
sion. The communion that prides itself 
on its isolation carries a grave weight 
of responsibility in these times. We 
Lutherans ought not to love our Church 
less, but it may be that we would serve 
Christ better if we used a more inclu- 
sive definition of the Communion of 
Saints. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, January 18. 

Next, Luther League Missionary Day. 
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OPEN LETTERS 


AMERICA AND THE WAR 


Preachers Present Arms. Many of 
them did this during the first World 
War. Now they are asked to do so 
again. Mayor LaGuardia of New York, 
as United States Director of Civil De- 
fense, so decreed. From the United 
States Government Printing Office a 
letter and “sermon” were sent to be 
used by the ministers of America on 
“Defense Sunday.” 

To the credit of the clergy be it said 
that the preachers are not falling for 
this kind of stuff as they did twenty- 
five years ago. The “sermon” may have 
been harmless in itself; but govern- 
ment agency at government expense is 
being used to create morale for the 
support of an undeclared war. 

The abuse to which such a policy can 
and will lead is well illustrated by 
what Bishop Henry W. Hobson of the 
Episcopal Church said recently when 
he declared: “Don’t appeal to intellect; 
appeal to emotion ... make them fight- 
ing mad ... make America feel, not 
think.” Yes, hate is to create and in- 
still the Will to Fight, just as is being 
done in dictatored countries. The thing 
is inevitable. It’s part of war. Some- 
one has well said, “When Facism comes 
to this country it will come as anti- 
facism.” 

Would it not be well to contemplate 
the sermon taught by Christ of the 
Andes? 

At the top of the mountains on the 
borderline between Chile and Argen- 
tina stands the statue of the Christ of 
the Andes. In 1900, because of a long- 
standing boundary dispute, war was 
about to break out when Bishop Bena- 
vente of the Argentine Republic made 
one final appeal to his people in a great 
peace sermon. When word of it was 
earried over the mountains, Bishop 
Java of Chile took up the message. The 
two bishops then set out, each in his 
own country, walking from town to 
town and village to village, urging 
peace. At first only a few listened, but 
finally they were followed about by 
crowds. When peace was agreed upon, 
the women of the countries raised 
money to have the metal of old cannon 
melted into this figure of Christ. It was 
dragged up the mountain, and men, 
women and children from both sides 
camped together at the borderline in 
order to unveil it at sunrise. The music 
of their ceremonies echoed back and 
forth across the valley. The Spanish 
inscription on the statue means: “These 
mountains will crumble into dust be- 
fore the people of the Argentine and of 
Chile break the peace which at the feet 
of Christ, the Redeemer, they have 
given their word to keep.” 


Force has failed the world. With all 
our high-faluting civilization and all 
the preachments and fine-spun the- 
ories of our intelligentsia we have ar- 
rived at moral and spiritual bank- 
ruptey. Only by living in accordance 
with the spiritual laws of Almighty 
God and by accepting the gospel of 
peace and love as revealed to us by 
Christ our Saviour, will it be possible 
for men and nations to live in harmony 
with each other. 

Not hate, not war, but peace and jus- 
tice must be the message of the church. 
Henry C. Luckey, 

Member of Congress, 
74th and 75th Sessions, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 


“ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN” 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

Tuts letter is prompted by “an open 
letter to our friends” in a recent issue 
of THe LuTHERAN referring to the mo- 
tion picture, “One Foot in Heaven.” 

One paragraph of the open letter hit 
the writer squarely in the eye: “As 
clergymen, we consider the picture a 
true presentation of the ministry and 
worthy of the Church.” 

As a layman who knows the church 
and its ministry fairly well, I do not 
consider it a true picture of the min- 
istry and not altogether worthy of the 
church. 

When I learned that the picture was 
in the making, I rejoiced in the thought 
that at last the Protestant ministry 
would be portrayed in a heroic rather 
than a ludicrous role, which is usually 
the case. The Roman clergy are ever 
portrayed as heroes. 

But instead, we find a self-opinion- 
ated, egotistical individual, intolerant 
of his wife’s opinions and desires, who 
attempts to rule his home, his church 
and all else, by his indomitable will. 

To make this letter an “orthodox” 
sermon, let us consider “three” scenes. 


1. A baby has come into the home. 
The minister and his wife cannot agree 
on a name, and as a result the baptism 
is delayed. Finally, they come to the 
conclusion that for obvious reasons 
they can wait no longer, they agree on 
the wife’s choice of name and on a cer- 
tain Sunday.the babies of the parish 
are to be baptized. As he performs the 
Sacrament, he asks each parent the 
name and baptizes the child accordingly. 
When his own child arrives, he asks 
the name, the wife gives the name they 
have agreed upon and he baptizes it 
with the name of his own choice. 

2. He has had a difference with a 
wealthy family of parishioners. They 
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attempt to drive him out, and spread 
the rumor that because of the relations 
between his son and the daughter of a 
certain family, that family has been 
obliged to leave town and go to Cali- 
fornia. The minister goes to California, 
interviews the family, satisfies himself 
as to the matter, and blackmails the 
wealthy family with the threat of ex- 
posure to secure from them $85,000 for 
a new church building. 

3. In this scene we find him after 
years of struggle and privation, reap- 
ing the fruits of his labors, with a large, 
beautiful and influential church, his 
family after years of being pushed from 
pillar to post, domiciled in a comfort- 
able, modern and well-equipped par- 
sonage. His life is comfortable, his wife 
is happy, his children are students at a 
nearby college, and all is well. A call 
comes to give it all up and take a little 
mission out in the styx in the Middle 
West and, consulting no one but him- 
self, he decides to go. The picture 
closes as he is about to plunge his fam- 
ily from comfort into misery. 

Surely the Protestant ministry is 
worthy of a truer and more accurate 
portrayal. Harry Hopcss. 


A PASTOR WRITES 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

THE comment in THE LUTHERAN con- 
cerning “One Foot in Heaven” inter- 
ested me. The clergy of Reading were 
invited to preview it. But I usually 
steer clear of such because of what 
follows. The motion picture people 
usually expect the church to advertise 
the production and often ask a sermon 
on it. That was done in this case. So 
I went with my family on the next to 
last day of the showing and paid for 
my ticket. It was to run a week in 
Reading and instead was held over 
until Wednesday evening, the twenty- 
sixth. When I attended on the twenty- 
fifth the theatre was crowded. Ap- 
parently it drew well in Reading. 

Personally I enjoyed it. Having been 
in Reading ten years I have been to 
about ten movies. In the movie section 
of THE LUTHERAN it is recommended 
for adults. I see no reason why it 
should not be a family picture. I only 
attend movies where I may take the 
family. 

But is there not some truth to the 
statement that when dealing with the 
Protestant Church the movie interests 
always make the same poor plea? I 
don’t like it. We Protestants should 
receive the same treatment as any 
other branch of the Christian Church. 

Certainly the reaction to the picture 
in Reading would not lend support to 
the statement that more people should 
be seeing it. It has been proven many 
times that the better pictures draw 
more people. W. R. Srecart. 
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Sesquicentennial of Zion 


Church, Sunbury, Pa. 


One of the outstanding events of the 
latter part of 1941 which THe LUTHERAN 
has not as yet reported, is the 150th an- 
niversary of the building of the first 
edifice of Zion Church, Sunbury, Pa., 
and the centennial of its Sunday school. 
Under the leadership of Pastor Ray- 
mond D. Wood, Sesquicentennial Sun- 
day was observed with a son of the 
congregation, Dr. Walter H. Traub, 
Omaha, Nebr., as guest speaker. Three 
Communion services were held on this 
day, and the four choirs of the church 
participated in the services. 

During the week at various gather- 
ings the following were the speakers: 
representatives of sister churches in 
Sunbury, of the ministerial association, 
the Susquehanna Conference, and the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod; Mr. Alvin 
H. Schaediger, president of the Luther 
League of America; Dr. Carl C. Ras- 
mussen of Gettysburg Seminary; the 
former pastor, Dr. Charles B. Foelsch, 
now of Washington, D. C.; Pastor 
Wood, and the parish worker, Miss 
Gertrude Wiencke. 

At the Sunday school centennial 
services the guest speakers were Mrs. 
Mabel B. Fenner, executive secretary 
of the Children of the Church, and Miss 
Wiencke; also Dr. S. White Rhyne, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Parish and 
Church School Board, and Dr. Harvey 
D. Hoover of Gettysburg Seminary. 

Homecoming Night was outstanding 
' in that eleven of Zion’s fifteen living 
sons and daughters in full-time Chris- 
tian service were present. These rep- 
resent a widespread field: rural, town, 
and city churches, foreign and home 
mission fields, Lutheran student work, 
the diaconate, and Y. M. C. A. work. 
Dr. Robert H. Gearhart, Jr., of Phila- 
delphia, delivered the address, and Dr. 
J. M. Reimensnyder of Milton and the 
Rev. Warren L. Wolf of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., conducted the service. The fol- 
lowing extended greetings: Dr. J. W. 
Shannon, Dr. H. C. Michael, the Rev. 
Glen W. Foulke, the Rev. Lewis F. 
Foltz, the Rev. Walter W. Swank, Wil- 
liam P. Shelley, Miss Mildred E. Win- 
ston, and Sister Mildred Bingaman. 
Greetings were read from Dr. E. M. 
Gearhart, Dr. Walter H. Traub, the 
Rev. Harry R. Shipe, and Mrs. Miriam 
Treon Miller. 

A feature of the entire celebration 
was a half hour of singing preceding 
every evening’s service under the di- 
rection of Dr. C. R. Herrington, with 
Mr. Allen Kissinger at the organ. Fol- 
lowing every weekday service a fel- 
lowship hour was held in the social 
hall. An illustrated historical booklet, 
prepared by Heber G. Gearhart, was 

_ distributed in the homes of the con- 
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gregation. In the social hall 250 prized 
relics of this congregation were on ex- 
hibition. 

The history of the church began with 
the laying out of the town of Sunbury 
in 1772, when early German settlers 
worshiped in a little log schoolhouse 
that stood just beyond the banks of the 
Susquehanna River. Here Pastors John 
M. Enterline and Daniel Lehman 
preached on Sundays and taught school 
on weekdays. In 1791 the first church 
was built of logs, and in this small 
building the congregation worshiped 
under the pastorates of the Rev. Chris- 
tian Espich, the Rev. Carl Stock, the 
Rev. J. P. F. Kremer, the Rev. John P. 
Schindel, the Rev. Henry Ziegler, the 
Rev. Monroe J. Alleman, and the Rev. 
Peter Born. 

In 1841 a brick building was erected 
to house the Sunday school, and in 1855 
on Christmas Day a new brick church 
of colonial architecture was dedicated. 
This was during the pastorate of the 
Rev. Peter Born. In this building the 
congregation worshiped until 1886. This 
included the pastorates of the Rev. 
Peter Riser, the Rev. Mosheim Rhodes, 
the Rev. George W. Hemperly, the Rev. 
George Parson, and the Rev. Samuel 
G. Shannon. 

A railroad passing in front of the 
church created noise interference that 
finally forced the congregation to a 
new location, and here in 1886 a church 
was erected during the pastorate of the 
Rev. Samuel G. Shannon. Pastors 
serving in this church were the Rev. 
James H. Weber, the Rev. Jacob M. 
Francis, and the Rev. Charles R. 
Bowers. 

During Dr. Weber’s pastorate two 
daughter congregations were organized: 
Grace and Trinity Churches, Sunbury. 
The Rev. Charles H. Brosius was sup- 
ported as the congregation’s foreign 
missionary to Africa. 

To accommodate the increased mem- 
bership of the congregation, the present 
and fifth church was dedicated during 
Dr. Bowers’ pastorate. This stone 
edifice of Gothic architecture seats 1,600 
people in the nave, houses a basement 
and social hall, and was erected at a 
cost of $350,000. The confirmed mem- 
bership of the congregation is 2,100, 
and 1,007 are enrolled in the Sunday 
school. The Rev. Raymond D. Wood 
has been pastor of Zion Church since 
March 9, 1941. 


York Congregation 
Dedicates New Church 


ADVENT congregation, York, Pa., re- 
cently dedicated their new church. The 
principal speaker was Dr. M. R. Ham- 
sher, president of the Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod. Dr. Chester S. Simon- 
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ton of Harrisburg represented the 
Board of American Missions at this 
service. The dedication offering 
amounted to $2,050. A week of serv- 
ices followed Dedication Sunday. 

The building is colonial in design and 
is constructed of brick. The church 
auditorium seats 340 and the Sunday 
school approximately 375. The spa- 
cious basement provides for the main 
school, and the wings for the smaller 
children. The chancel provides for an 
antiphonal choir. 

Among the many memorials and gifts 
are the following: the altar given by 
the congregation as a tribute to their 
pastor, the Rev. Ralph W. Lind; an 
Everett orgatron in honor of Dr. E. C. 
Ruby, pastor emeritus, by his family; 


Advent Church, York, Pa. 


the church tower in memory of the Rev. 
Dr. Frederick G. Gotwald, the founder 
of the congregation, by his widow; the 
chimes and echo organ by Mr. and Mrs. 
Irvin W. Shodle and family. A sound 
system to broadcast the chimes from 
the tower will also be a memorial. The 
corner lot on which this building stands 
was presented by Mr. and Mrs. Lester 
W. Bentz and family. 

Advent Church is a mission organ- 
ized by the Rev. Hugh E. Yost in 1926. 
A portable chapel has been the con- 
gregation’s house of worship until the 
erection of the present beautiful build- 
ing. The first regular pastor was Dr. 
Edward C. Ruby. 

This congregation has been assisted 
by other churches in the erection of 
their new house of worship. Situated 
in a fine community, it was necessary 
to build on a scale commensurate with 
the surroundings. A total of $43,000 in 
cash has been raised. The debt remain- 
ing on the property has been reduced 
to $22,000. 

Advent congregation numbers 213 
communing members. The future of 
the congregation is bright, and Advent 
promises to become one of the strong 
and influential churches of York. 
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CONGREGATIONS READY TO BE OF SERVICE 


Gain in Benevolence Receipts 


Tue call to write letters to soldiers 
and sailors which was the theme of the 
Graphic Editorial on page 3 of the No- 
vember 5, 1941, issue of THe LuTHERAN 
favorably impressed us. Especially 
when one visits the Lutheran Service 
Center, 507 East Travis Street, San 
Antonio, Texas, any late afternoon or 
evening and sees all the writing tables 
filled with soldiers writing letters, does 
one realize that they like to receive 
letters. The men who do not receive 
any mail from home are usually a dis- 
appointed lot. They should hear from 
their home church too! We know of 
boys who have not been put on the 
church mailing list, nor have they been 
told where the nearest U. L. C. A. 
church is located. If our pastors are 
too busy for this work, let’s appoint 
some dependable person for this most 
important ministry. 


Camp Cities in Texas 

Starting at the southernmost point in 
our synod, let us give you the names 
and addresses of our nearest U. L. C. A. 
churches at camp cities or near them: 

HARLINGEN. Grace Lutheran 
Church, 112 N. 4th Street, the Rev. 
J. A. Sanders pastor, not far from the 
army post at Brownsville, Texas. (Do 
not mistake this city for Brownwood, 
Texas, where Camp Bowie is located 
and where we do not have a U.L. C. A. 
congregation.) 

VICTORIA. Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 405 E. Constitution Street, the 
Rev. J. M. Schedler pastor, new Air 
Training Base, also not far from Camp 
Hulen, Palacios, Texas. 

CUERO. St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, downtown church, the Rev. 
A. A. Hahn pastor. Air Training School 
located here. 

HOUSTON. Grace Lutheran Church, 
1210 California Avenue, at Waugh 
Drive, the Rev. N. H. Kern pastor. 

HOUSTON. Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, 6940 Avenue H, the Rev. Louis 
H. de Freese pastor. Camp Wallace 
and other military establishments near 
here. 

DALLAS. First United Lutheran 
Church, 4501 Cole Avenue, the Rev. 
William J. Hoebel pastor. Defense fac- 
tories near here. Forth Worth about 
30 miles from here. Some boys from 
Mineral Wells have come to Dallas to 
services, over 150 miles! 

VERNON. Peace Lutheran Church, 
Lockett, eight miles south of Vernon, 
the Rev. J. W. Kern pastor. An Air 
School is being located in Vernon. 

AUSTIN. First Lutheran Church, 


By James F. VoRKOPER 


High on a hill at the 
entrance to the 
Fort Sam Houston 
Reception Center, 
and overlooking the 
Fort Sam Houston 
National Cemetery, 
the first of six 
chapels to be 
constructed here 
was opened 
recently. Lt. Col. 
Royden Williamson 
is here addressing 
the crowd of 
several thousand 
soldiers and 
civilians on, 
“The Religious 
Significance of 
Our Democracy” 


30th and Whitis, the Rev. F. W. Kern 
pastor. State Capitol and some camps 
within fifty miles of the city. 

SAN ANTONIO. St. Luke’s United 
Lutheran Church, 2824 West Houston 
Street, the Rev. James F. Vorkoper 
pastor; and Palm Heights United Lu- 
theran Church, newly organized mis- 
sion meeting temporarily in Recreation 
Building on Malone and Marian in 
Palm Heights, Mr. J. Francis Mussehl 
pastor. These two churches stand ready 
to serve the following: 

Randolph Field, 18 miles northeast of 
San Antonio. 

Fort Sam Houston and Dodd Field 
(Fort Sam Houston Reception Center) 
in eastern section of San Antonio. 

Camp Bullis, training post about 20 
miles northwest of San Antonio. 

The Arsenal, on South Flores Street, 
in central section of San Antonio. 

Brooks Field, about three miles south- 
east of the city. 

Duncan Field, southwestern section 
of the city. 

Kelly Field, southwestern section of 
the city. 

Camp Normoyle, in the southern sec- 
tion of the city. 

Do you wonder that we are inter- 
ested in caring for our soldiers? Do 
you know that of the Lutheran boys 
in the San Antonio fields the largest 
percentage of them are from our United 
Lutheran churches? Pastors of home 
churches! will you please copy these 
names and addresses and give them to 
the boys before they leave, if at all pos- 
sible, so that they can find their church. 
Very few of our boys get out to our 
church. Write your boys a letter. 


Army Chapel Dedication 
It was our privilege to attend the 
dedication ceremony of one of the new 
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army chapels at the Fort Sam Houston 
Reception Center (Dodd Field) re- 
cently. Chaplain L. D. Miller of the 
Eighth Corps Area, spoke on the char- 
acter and use of the chapel. He said, 
“This chapel is not a symbol of some- 
thing easy; to make room for the Mas- 


ter’s way of life in our personal way 
of living in these days is not easy; to 
strive to live at our best isn’t easy; but 
it is a glorious thing. It is an appeal 
to that possible hero in man who de- 
sires not to save himself but to spend 
himself, it is an appeal to climb the 
heights, and an appeal to live above the 
average.” 

Lt. Col. Royden Williamson, 8th 
Corps Area Public Relations Officers, 
spoke on the significance of religious 
freedom. He said, “Modern democracy, 
in fact, has its very roots in religion.” 
He told the history of the chaplaincy. 


New Mission Started 

We are happy to be able to report 
that the new Palm Heights Lutheran 
Mission is getting under way again un- 
der the direction of Pastor and Mrs. 
J. Francis Mussehl. Mr. Mussehl is a 
recent graduate of Northwestern Sem- 
inary, Minneapolis, Minn., and his bride 
has been secretary for Dr. R. H. Ger- 
berding, president of the Synod of the 
Northwest. They have been busy pre- 
paring for permanent organization. 
November 9 the first confirmation serv- 
ice was held in the Recreation Build- 
ing, city-owned property, at which 
time three persons were confirmed by 
Pastor J. F. Vorkoper of St. Luke’s 
Church. Another class has been started 
that will be much larger. Six or seven 
families who are members of St. Luke’s 
will stand ready for a transfer when 
the charter membership list is pre- 
pared. 


No Vacancies! 

This is true in real estate terms in 
many of our Texas cities now and also 
of our synodical pulpits. Mr. Arthur 
Hartman has taken over the work in 
Weesatche, and the work there is pro- 
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gressing rapidly. We understand that 
large congregations have been attend- 
ing the services. The congregation has 
been vacant since May this year. 

A new parsonage was dedicated in 
George West, occupied by the Rev. 
J. C. A. Pfenninger. The church was 
moved to a better location on the prop- 
erty and rededicated at the same serv- 
ice. Recently the three congregations 
in this parish celebrated their annual 
Mission Festivals; the pastor, the Rev. 
A. A. Hahn, and the Rev. M. L. Sievert 
were the speakers. 


Mr. E. C. Vogt, our genial treasurer 
from Victoria, Texas, reports that at 
the end of October 1941 the receipts 
for apportioned benevolence showed a 
gain over 1940 of $602. A larger num- 
ber of congregations are sending in 
their benevolence monthly. 


Congregations 

Grace Church, Houston, the Rev. 
N. H. Kern pastor, recently raised 
$1,000 on their new property. They 
also paid off an old debt on the parish 
hall amounting to $900 and are looking 
forward to building a new church. The 
present building is inadequate. Two 
morning services are being held to ac- 
commodate the congregation. The total 
attendance for one Sunday recently 
was 187. The capacity of the present 
chapel is about 120 and no standing 
room. The congregation gained self- 
support about three years ago. 


Emmanuel, Inez, the Rev. M. Luther 
Sievert pastor, has celebrated its 
twenty-fifth anniversary. The pastor 
is the son of the founder of this con- 
gregation, the Rev. E. A. Sievert of 
New Jersey, who was at that time pas- 
tor in Trinity Church, Victoria, some 
fifteen miles distant. The present pas- 
tor of Trinity, the Rev. J. M. Schedler, 
brought greetings to the congregation 
on the day of the celebration. This is 
a sister congregation to First Church, 
Tivoli, fifty miles distant, which is also 
served by the energetic Mr. Sievert. 


First Church, Dallas, the Rev. Wil- 
liam J. Hoebel pastor, is making an 
effort to pay off the remaining debt on 
the church this year. 


Philadelphia Church, Swiss Alp, the 
Rev. F. Erhard Eilers pastor, is con- 
sidering rebuilding the church. Exten- 
sive repairs have been made to the 
parsonage by the men of the congrega- 
tion, who worked with willing hands 
to complete the task. The Women’s 
Society recently celebrated the 46th 
anniversary of organization. Pastor 
Eilers is sponsor adviser of the syn- 
odical Luther League. There have been 
constant gains in membership and 
activity in this congregation and also 
in Trinity Church, Black Jack, the 
other church in this parish. 


St. Mark’s, Cuero, the Rev. A. A. 
Hahn pastor, entertained the synodical 
Women’s Missionary Society in its six- 
teenth annual convention. 


Grace Church, Harlingen, the Rev. 
J. A. Sanders pastor, is enjoying steady 
growth. Monthly socials for fellowship 
and inspiration are being held, spon- 
sored by the Brotherhood. 


St. Luke’s, San Antonio, the Rev. 
James F. Vorkoper pastor, recently en- 
tertained the service men at the Lu- 
theran Service Center, downtown. The 
Luther League rendered two skits. The 
women served refreshments. 

In October a special drive for debt 
reduction took place and $500 was re- 
ceived. With the money on hand, 
pledges to be paid, and a small loan 
from the Board of American Missions, 
this congregation will face the new year 
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with many of its financial difficulties 
lightened so that other important pro- 
grams may be launched. Six years ago 
St. Luke’s faced a $10,300 debt, with 
about forty contributing members; to- 
day the debt is less than $6,900, with 
very little interest to pay. The com- 
muning membership numbers 150. 


Luther League Rally 

The annual fall rally of the youth of 
our synod took place in Colettoville in 
November with 150 young people gath- 
ered for inspiration and fellowship 
from many sections of the state. The 
program opened with a service at which 
the Rev. Edwin Hirsch was the 
preacher. The Rev. F. E. Eilers, spon- 
sor for the youth of the synod, ad- 
dressed the meeting. The Rev. E. 
Hirsch is pastor of the Goliad-Coletto- 
ville Parish. 


————— 
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CLERGY AND INDUSTRIAL LEADERS IN CONFERENCE 


InpustrY in Rochester is exceedingly 
varied. This varied industrial life is 
geared to the defense program. Em- 
ployment is at a high-water mark. 
Wages on the part of many are un- 
believably high. Some salaried people 
have received increases. Living ex- 
penses are gradually rising. In spite 
of an attempt to curtail gas consump- 
tion, traffic congestion is at its worst. 

The second conference between a 
group of local clergy and the industrial 
and business leaders of the city was 
held recently. What a fine thing it is 
for these two groups to get together 
and discuss with complete frankness 
the Christian implication as it pertains 
to business and industry. The main 
point of discussion at this second meet- 
ing concerned labor. There was a feel- 
ing on the part of the clergy that the 
church ought to be doing something 
about training Christian labor leaders. 
The Roman Catholic Church has a 
labor college in Rochester. Is that one 
answer to the labor situation? Another 
point stressed was the need of the 
church meeting the spiritual needs of 
men in high places in the industrial 
world. These men are under terrific 
tension. Opinion was naturally divided 
on the matter of the church preaching 
and teaching Christian principles only 
or coming out more definitely for what 
the church feels are definite techniques 
vr programs for a more Christian eco- 
nomic order. A good spirit prevails at 
these conferences. 

One of our leading industrial leaders 
feels rather optimistic about economic 
conditions after the war. This is due 
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to the conferences that are being held 
to plan for the post-war period. We 
hope he is right. The brains of our 
country, if put to constructive use, cer- 
tainly ought to be able to learn by ex- 
perience and chart a better course than 
that of the years following the last war. 


Refugee Work 

The Lutheran Pastoral Association is 
attempting to serve the Christian ref- 
ugee cause by means of the support of 
a refugee family. Refugee work, help- 
ing the family to make the necessary 
adjustments and to find employment, 
is not an easy task, but one that must 
be done. Totalitarianism and war pro- 
duce terrific problems. Christian peo- 
ple must give themselves to the solving 
of them and to the removing of causes 
that produce these tragic conditions. 

Zion, Cohocton, under the leadership 
of Pastor L. W. Bernhard, is showing 
signs of vitality. The church has been 
renovated to make it conform to the 
Lutheran service. The people are re- 
sponding to their new pastor in a fine 
spirit. 


In Rochester 

Trinity Church, the Rev. Henry 
Erbes pastor, recently celebrated its 
fiftieth anniversary. It was a glorious 
occasion in the life of the congregation. 
The remaining debt was cleared. The 
loyaity of the congregation to their pas- 
tor is enlivened by the spirit in which 
the congregation carries on its work 
and by a substantial gift to the pastor. 


The Church of Peace, of which the 
Rev. William M. Horn is the new pas- 
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tor, is happy with its new pastor. Pas- 
tor Horn is taking an active part in the 
religious life of the city. 


Emmanuel, the Rev. Frederick E. 
Reissig pastor, has just dedicated a 
section of their new parish building, 
costing $25,000. This amount is under- 
written through pledges. 


The Inner Mission Society under Pas- 
tor Fred Heins’ leadership is steadily 
going forward. The new building is 
providing ample opportunity for ef- 
fective neighborhood work. A _ part- 
time business manager in the person 
of Mr. Henry Walker has been engaged. 
All the congregations have responded 
to this work by increased financial 
support. 

Dr. Frederick H. Knubel, president 
of the United Lutheran Church, will be 
the speaker at the annual meeting. 


Concordia has as its new pastor the 
Rev. Thomas Berg, formerly of St. 
John’s, Lyons. 


St. John’s, Lyons, has just welcomed 
the new pastor, the Rev. Clifford E. 
Butterer, formerly of Greenport, L. I. 


New Approaches to Church 
Finance 

Resurrection Church, Rochester, the 
Rev. Eugene Stowell pastor, has elim- 
inated the pledge system this year and 
is promoting the plan of each member 
giving through his weekly envelopes 
“as the Lord has prospered him.” This 
plan has been tried elsewhere and has 
proven successful. 


Emmanuel, Rochester, is asking all of 
its people to make their pledges at the 
church services, or bring them to the 
church. No solicitation of pledges in 
the homes will be sought. Those who 
do not pledge in this way, will be fol- 
lowed up, not for pledges, but for re- 
newed interest in the Church. All peo- 
ple will be called on before the pledge 
Sundays and invited to attend. 
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MEMORIAL WINDOW TO DR. MacINTOSH UNVEILED 
Thank Offering Services and Mission Interest 


SuNpDAY morning, December 7, at the 
morning service of worship in Holy 
Trinity Church, Lancaster, Pa. a 
memorial window was unveiled to the 
honor of Aden B. MacIntosh, D.D., 
pastor of Trinity from February 1, 1921, 
to April 16, 1940. Honoring a faithful 
spokesman of the Lord, it appropriately 
portrays Isaiah the Prophet and carries 
forward the series of Old Testament 
windows. 

The MacIntosh Memorial Window 
fittingly occupies the central position, 
in the west wall of the church, imme- 
diately over the original entrance to the 
church. From the outside, it is seen 
to be between the two dedicatory tab- 
lets placed high up in the wall when 
the church was built in 1761. Within, 
it faces the place where the old pulpit 
stood from 1761 to 1853. 

Dr. A. C. R. Keiter, pastor of Salem, 
Lebanon, Pa., was the guest preacher 
on this occasion. Special music was 
sung by the famous choir under the 
direction of Dr. Harry A. Sykes. Mrs. 
Dorothy MacIntosh Pollard unveiled 
the window. 


November 9 marked the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the ordination of the 
Rev. W. R. Knerr and the twentieth 
anniversary of his pastorate at Ream 
Memorial Church, Denver, Pa. Pastor 
Knerr received a basket of chrysan- 
themums and a wrist watch on this oc- 
casion. Anniversary sermons were 
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preached by Dr. H. S. Gehman of 
Princeton Theological Seminary and 
the Rev. Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, pres- 
ident of the Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania. Pastor Knerr came to Denver 
from the Strasburg Parish in 1921. 

The twenty-first anniversary and 
Homecoming services were held re- 
cently in St. James Church, Columbia, 
Pa., the Rev. G. E. Klick pastor. No- 
vember 10, 1941, St. James congrega- 
tion came of age. At the services to 
mark this occasion the following ad- 
dressed the congregation: the Rev. Dr. 
H. C. Fry, president of conference; 
Henry Bagger, D.D., pastor of Trinity, 
Lancaster; the Rev. James Harrison, 
pastor of Advent, Lancaster; the Rev. 
Charles Matthias, pastor of St. John’s, 
Columbia; the Rev. E. L. Wessinger, 
pastor of Zion, Marietta; and the Rev. 
Arthur H. Getz, associate secretary of 
the Parish and Church School Board, 
first pastor of the congregation. A 
number of improvements have been 
made in the church plant. The base- 
ment alterations are now completed, 
and walls, woodwork and floor have 
been painted, fluorescent lights in- 
stalled, and new furniture provided for 
children from four te nine years of age. 
The Luther League presented a beau- 
tiful altar for the basement. An eight- 
page booklet was issued at this time by 
the pastor in which a full account of 
St. James’ history is recounted. 
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Cornerstone Laid 

Sunday afternoon, November 16, Holy 
Trinity, Hershey, the Rev. H. R. Mid- 
dleswarth pastor, held a service for the 
laying of the cornerstone of their new 
church edifice. The Rev. M. Leroy 
Wuchter of Wyomissing, Pa., was the 
guest preacher. At the services $1,500 
was received in the offering. 


On this same date, in connection with 
the morning worship, ground was 
broken for an addition to St. Mark’s 
Church at Shiremanstown, the Rev. 
Dr. H. C. Fry pastor. The addition will 
house part of the equipment, while the 
entire basement will be renovated and 
the Sunday school completely reor- 
ganized from Nursery through Senior 
departments. 


St. Paul’s, Annville, held their Thank- 
offering Service December 7 when 
Gustavus H. Bechtold, D.D., executive 
secretary of the Board of Inner Mis- 
sions, spoke. Mrs. H. W. Tyson, pres- 
ident of the Conference Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, spoke at such services 
in Brickerville and Penryn. 


The Rev. Fred J. Fiedler spoke at the 
Thankoffering of Friedens Church, 
Myerstown, the Rev. H. W. Tyson 
pastor. 


A fully-equipped Schulmerich sound 
system with a set of 25 carillonic bells 
was dedicated recently at St. Paul’s 
Church, Lititz, the Rev. E. P. Truchses 
pastor. Included in the installation are 
ten receivers for the hard-of-hearing, 
a record-playing control unit and com- 
plete sound system throughout the 
church plant. The sermon for the ded- 
ication was preached by George A. 
Greiss, D.D., of Allentown. Mounted 
in the bell tower are four large am- 
plifiers which carry the music of the 
church or records to the community. 


A set of Deagan Chimes was added 
to the organ and dedicated at a recent 
service in Zoar Church, Mt. Zion 
Parish, the Rev. John H. Diehl pastor. 


Missionary Interest 

The forty-sixth annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Lancaster Conference convened re- 
cently in St. James Church, Lebanon, 
the Rev. Charles P. Cressman pastor. 
Mrs. H. W. Tyson, president, presided. 
The devotions were based on the theme, 
“The World to Christ We Bring.” 

During the sessions we were priv- 
ileged to hear Miss Missoura Lausch, 
Lutheran Children’s Bureau; Miss Helen 
Shirk, missionary from Japan; Mrs. 
Paul Machetzki, missionary to British 
Guiana; and Edwin Moll, D.D., general 
secretary for the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions of the United Lutheran Church. 
Their messages brought inspiration for 
greater activity through an intelligent 
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analysis of the missionary phase of 
Christianity. 

The following officers were elected: 
President, Mrs. H. W. Tyson; vice- 
presidents, Mrs. Albert Roye and Mrs. 
W. R. Knerr; recording secretary, Mrs. 
John R. McClellan; statistical secre- 
tary, Mrs. John F. Horting; treasurer, 
Miss Sarah E. Bitner. 


The annual Advent Retreat of the 
Lancaster Conference was held Decem- 
ber 8 at Redeemer Church, Lancaster, 
the Rev. Alvin Butz pastor. Holy Com- 
munion was administered by the of- 
ficers and the sermon was delivered by 
the Rev. W. Lester Koder, pastor of 
Trinity Church, Mt. Joy. A paper on 
“The Influence of the Church in the 
World Today” was read by the Rev. 
A. W. Trumpeter, St. Mark’s, Lancaster, 
and president of the Lancaster Lu- 
theran Ministerial Association. The 
meeting of the latter body was held in 
connection with the retreat, and con- 
sisted of a morning and afternoon ses- 
sions and luncheon. 

A total of 550 persons received the 
benefit of our splendid Lutheran Lead- 
ership Training Schools held recently 
on the conference territory. Schools 
enrolled Lutherans and non-Lutherans 
in every instance. A number of Central 
Pennsylvania Synod churches co- 
operated in teaching and enrollment. 
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Tue new Norwegian Church suffered 
a serious loss when its premises, in 
which were located the church and a 
cafeteria and reading room were re- 
cently gutted by fire. Considerable 
damage was done, and some time must 
elapse before the property will be in 
condition for use again. It was less than 
two months after the church had been 
formally opened and dedicated that the 
fire occurred. The pastor and church 
council of Resurrection Church, Hali- 
fax, immediately placed their church 
and its facilities at the disposal of our 
Norwegian brethren. 

A combined service was held on the 
morning of November 9, when prayers 
for the church and people of Norway 
were offered. This was in compliance 
with the plan whereby many of the Lu- 
theran churches throughout Canada 
would use the services of that day as 
a time for prayer for the people of that 
country. Pastor Hindal preached in 
Norwegian and Pastor Conrad in Eng- 
lish, while the prayers for the church 
and people of Norway were also of- 
fered by Pastor Conrad. The Nor- 
wegian Consul, officials and many of 
the Norwegians living in Halifax were 
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present at this service. The boys of the 
34th Halifax Cub Pack sang a special 
number. 

Resurrection Church has received 
some fine gifts recently from a num- 
ber of its men. They made a bar for 
the communion rail to be used at the 
time of Holy Communion, and also pre- 
sented a desk on which has been placed 
a visitor’s book. Large numbers of vis- 
itors from all parts of the world are to 
be found in attendance at the services, 
and we feel that we would like to have 
a record of their names. The first 
names in the book are those of Crown 
Prince Olaf and Crown Princess Martha 
of Norway, who attended service in our 
church last winter. 

Resurrection Church has also con- 
ducted something new in the matter 
of the canvass among its members. Two 
special meetings of the congregation 
were held, at which the finances of the 
church were placed before the people 
and the members were invited to ask 
questions about anything of which they 
were doubtful. Very fine meetings re- 
sulted, and the pledge cards which were 
signed at the close of the meeting 
showed that the people are really taking 
an interest in the work of their church. 

The day of prayer for Norway was 
also observed at Lunenburg, where the 
members of Camp Norway paraded to 
service at Zion Church. The service 
was in charge of Pastor Innes. 

The Pastoral Association of the synod 
held its regular meeting in the Rose 
Bay parsonage November 10. Many 
letters of interest were discussed, and 
an interesting paper, “The Morning 
Watch,” was delivered by Pastor Walter 
Goos. Friends of the Rev. E. V. Nona- 
maker will be pleased to learn that he 
is showing considerable progress, and 
his health is showing a steady improve- 
ment. 

At a regular service recently, Pastor 
James Dauphinee of the Northfield Par- 
ish, dedicated a pair of brass offering 
plates in St. Matthew’s Church, New- 
burne. These were memorials to Elaine 
and Gloria Corkum, victims of diph- 
theria, and were presented by their 
parents. 

The “Children of the Church” fes- 
tival was held in Zion Church, Lunen- 
burg, November 14. A large number of 
children and their leaders were pres- 
ent, and the story of what the United 
Lutheran Church in America has done 
for India in the past century was dem- 
onstrated in story, tableau and panto- 
mime by the various groups. The sing- 
ing was by the combined Junior Choirs 
of Grace and Zion churches. The Rev. 
C. H. Whitteker of Bridgewater deliv- 
ered the address and emphasized the 
part children are playing in the life of 
the church and the responsibility of 
parents in the promotion of the festival 
program. 
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A Faithful Pastor 


Honored 


To have served in the ministry for 
forty-eight years would of itself merit 
mention; but to have served those 
years in one congregation is a service 
which few can record. Such service 
must bring its own reward in heartfelt 
satisfaction in a task well done. 

Emanuel Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., is 
a monument to the untiring efforts of 
the Rev. Emil Roth, who on November 
30 resigned as active pastor after forty- 
eight years. Mr. Roth was graduated 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 
1883, and was installed as pastor of 
Emanuel Church July 3, 1893. At that 
time the church was a “Turnhalle,” an 
old wooden building which was re- 
modeled to provide a place of worship 
for this congregation. Within ten years 
the congregation had outgrown this hall 
and the present brick church was pur- 
chased. Today this building stands free 
of all indebtedness. In addition there 
are a parish house and parsonage, a 
monument to the untiring efforts of a 
most faithful pastor and able leader. 

Pastor Roth observed his eightieth 
birthday September 18. In appreciation 
of his faithful services to the congre- 
gation they unanimously voted to honor 
him with the title Pastor Emeritus. 

Relieved of active duty, he will spend 
his days in rest and quiet, not over- 
looking any opportunities to take ad- 
vantage of his favorite hobby—fishing. 


CHRISTMAS PEACE 
By Ada Louise Lohman 


Curist was born in Bethlehem, 
A tiny, helpless babe; 

Softly wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
And in a manger laid. 

Mary with her heart-filled joy, 
To God in heaven prayed. 


High in vaulted, sapphire dome, 
A Star illumed the night. 

Angels hallelujahs sang, 
In robes celestial white. 

Shepherds, watching o’er their flocks, 
Fell prostrate in their fright. 


“Tidings of great joy we bring,” 
Thus sang the Heavenly Throng. 

“Christ is come to bring thee Peace; 
Let nations rise in song, 

Like the surging of the waves, 
Their thankfulness prolong.” 


“Peace on earth, good-will to men.” 
Let fear flee from thy heart. 

Christ, the Babe of Bethlehem, 
His blessings thee impart, 

On this happy Christmas morn— 
Through Life, where’er thou art. 
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MANSFIELD CONGREGATIONS CANCEL NOTES 


A Choir Festival 


THE first choir festival of United Lu- 
theran congregations in the Jerome 
Region was held early in November in 
the Jeromesville High School audi- 
torium. Choirs from eight churches 
sang anthems and combined 125 voices 
to sing Luther’s battle hymn /of the 
Reformation. A large and enthusiastic 
audience was led in worship by the 
Rev. John E. Hofer of Jeromesville, the 
Rev. W. H. Baker of the Rows Parish, 
and the Rev. H. H. Creager of Millers- 
burg. The Rev. C. B. A. Stacy of the 
Mt. Zion-Mifflin Parish, member of the 
conference and synodical music com- 
mittee, preached the sermon. 

All phases of church life in the 
Jerome Region will work out on a co- 
operative basis as a result of a meeting 
of representatives from Sunday schools, 
women’s, men’s and young married peo- 
ple’s organizations, Luther Leagues and 
choirs. They held a Christmas carol 
service Sunday afternoon, December 
14, at the Stone Church, and are plan- 
ning a father-son banquet at Perrys- 
ville and a mother-daughter banquet 
at Mifflin. 

Surprise was written on the faces of 
Pastor and Mrs. Hofer when one eve- 
ning in November thirty-three mem- 
bers of the young married people’s 
class of the Stone Church stopped at 
the Jeromesville parsonage with a 
bright new table-top range for the pas- 
tor’s residence. Mr. Hofer is president 
of the Centrai Conference in Ohio. 

Following an expenditure of $700 for 
materials and equipment, religious edu- 
cation rooms were opened and ded- 
icated at the Stone Church recently. 
Pastor Hofer accepted and dedicated a 
handsome picture of “Christ in Geth- 
semane,” which was presented by 
George Gorz, a member of the church 
and teacher of the men’s class. It was 
painted especially for the chancel. 


The atmosphere of worship in St. 
Paul’s Church, Bucyrus, has been 
greatly heightened by the installation 
of a reredos and the addition of sacra- 
mental lights. Pastor J. David Mum- 
ford conducted the service of dedica- 
tion. The reredos is the gift of the 
Ladies’ Guild in memory and honor of 
the women of St. Paul’s. The sacra- 
mental lights were given by two de- 
voted members of the congregation. 
Especially designed and constructed by 
the Tiffin Manufacturing Company of 
Tiffin, Ohio, the reredos is of quarter 
sawed oak. The sacramental lights are 
of brass. These gifts complete the 
chancel appointments. The auditorium 
and educational rooms were recently 
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renovated. With all current expenses 
provided for, this congregation has re- 
turned to the honor roll of those whose 
“benevolence is paid in full.” 


Note-burning Services 


A twenty-year improvement and 
building program has been completed 
at St. Luke’s Church, Mansfield, 
Herbert S. Garnes, D.D., pastor. Be- 
ginning an educational unit in 1921, 
following the moving of the parsonage 
to a nearby lot, the total expenditure 
came to approximately $80,000. Just 
five and a half years ago the remaining 
debt stood at $12,000. Fourteen men 
of the church assumed the interest pay- 
ments and the congregation went to 
work on the principal. November 27 
at the annual Family Night program 
the last note was burned. 


A note-burning ceremony was held 
at St. Paul’s Church, Mansfield, re- 
cently to mark the completion of $3,100 
paid on the Decoration Fund in less 
than two years. This congregation is 
looking forward to celebrating its 90th 
anniversary during the summer of 1942, 
when it is expected that the remaining 
indebtedness of $1,000 will be paid. 
Michael Ondov, senior in Hamma 
Divinity School, Springfield, preached 
before a large audience on a recent 
Sunday. Pastor Herman L. Gilbert had 
served as treasurer of the Ondov Re- 
covery Fund when the young student 
was confined to the Mansfield General 
Hospital with a broken back four years 
ago. 


At St. Mark’s Church, Mansfield, the 
Rev. C. A. Portz is inaugurating the 
“Love Offering” emphasis in his Every 
Member Visitation. This church is en- 
couraging its membership to give on a 
percentage basis. 


For the annual Men’s Night program 
at the First Church, Mansfield, G. E. 
Swoyer, D.D., pastor, invited the pres- 
ident of synod, Dr. George W. Miley, 
to be the speaker. Men of the com- 
munity were invited to participate in 
the evening worship November 30. 


In keeping with the spirit of the India 
Centennial plans, members of St. 
Matthew’s Church, Mansfield, attended 
an interesting program December 2. 
Charles F. Sheriff, D.D., is the pastor. 


Changes in Pastorates 

Leaving the Millersburg Parish, the 
Rev. H. H. Creager will assume the 
leadership of the Barberton congrega- 
tion. The Rev. J. Lewis Smith was 
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compelled to give up his work there 
on account of ill health. The Rev. H. C. 
TerVehn has served the parish in the 
interim of a pastor’s acceptance. 


A Lutheran pastor will follow a Lu- 
theran pastor as chaplain in the Boys’ 
Industrial School, Lancaster, Ohio. The 
Rev. James L. Keyser has accepted this 
position, leaving his work as pastor of 
Augsburg Church, Orrville. The Rev. 
W. K. Himes, who passed into life Jan- 
uary 19, 1941, held this position for a 
number of years. Pastor Keyser has 
been active in boys’ work for several 
years, having served as director of the 
Lutheran Boys’ Camp in Ohio. 


The Rev. M. P. Paetznick is now pas- 
tor of Christ Church, Carey, leaving 
his work in the Lucas Parish recently. 
The Rev. Paul R. Clouser left this 
promising parish earlier in the year to 
accept a call to a congregation in Penn- 
sylvania. 


With the establishment of the NYA 
camp near Mansfield, the spiritual care 
of the young men was immediately 
taken up by the Rev. C. B. A. Stacy of 
the Mifflin-Mt. Zion Parish. He spends 
the Wednesday evening dinner period 
with the boys. Books and magazines 
have been contributed by members of 
the Lutheran congregations. 


Improvements and decorations have 
been going on in the Shiloh Parish 
since the Rev. Nevin Stover became 
pastor. At the Shiloh Church the in- 
terior was cleaned and decorated, and 
similar programs have been carried on 
in the Clay Memorial and Oakland 
congregations. 


Carillon Dedicated 


Philadelphia, Pa. Bethel Church, Ivan 
H. Hagedorn, S.T.D., pastor, dedicated 
Carillon Tower Chimes. They were the 
gift of Mrs. Elizabeth Heinemann, who 
has long been a faithful and generous 
member of the congregation, in mem- 
ory of beloved members of the family, 
and will be known as “The Heinemann 
Memorial Chimes.” The system was 
placed by the Schulmerich Sound Sys- 
tem, Inc., Glenside, Pa. 

This useful device will not only prove 
a delightful way of calling the people 
of the community to worship, but also 
will provide another way for Bethel to 
proclaim the Gospel. It is planned to 
have daily broadcasts from “The Heine- 
mann Memorial Chimes,” and on the 
Lord’s Day, the chimes will sound forth 
before each hour of divine worship. 
Bethel regularly holds three complete 
worship services each Sunday, 8.30 
A. M., 11 A. M., and 8 P. M. It also can 
be said that Bethel is one of those 
churches which still has a very sizable 
mid-week prayer service. 
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ov Speaks “In Times Like These” Stressing Faith and Prayer 


Tue terrific suddenness of the turn of 
frightful events in the far Pacific with 
its stunning impact on the minds and 
hearts of both pastors and people was 
pointedly reflected in the recent meet- 
ing of the United Lutheran Pastors’ 
Association of Indianapolis and Vicinity 
when, by common consent, it was 
agreed to set aside one of the scheduled 
papers of the day and consider the 
place of the church in time of war. The 
minds of those present were directed 
to a timely evaluation of the adequate 
and searching message of the Gospel 
in a splendid paper by the Rev. Olen 
A. Peters, St. John’s Church, Anderson, 
titled, “The Values of Positive and 
Negative Preaching.” With this back- 
ground of clear analysis and definite 
conclusions as to the power of the 
spoken Word, the further discussion of 
the war situation was placed on a plane 
of sane Christian thinking. 

To the pastors residing in Indian- 
apolis and vicinity this association has 
proved over a period of long and note- 
worthy history to be a common meet- 
ing ground for open and frank discus- 
sion of pertinent pastoral problems. 
Comprising a membership of some 
thirty United Lutheran pastors, the as- 
sociation meets monthly in the chapel 
at the First Church, Indianapolis, the 
Rev. A. L. Mahr pastor. Papers to be 
presented, until the close of the year 
previous to the meeting of synod in 
May, will give clear testimony as to the 
scope of problems to be discussed: 
“Church and State Today,” by Dr. 
H. E. Turney, president of synod; “The 
Pastor and Parochial Records,” by the 
Rev. Frank Hurst, First Church, Rich- 
mond; “The Bondage of the Will,” by 
Dr. R. D. Wheadon, superintendent of 
Mulberry Home; “Catechetics for 
Adults,” by the Rev. M. J. Harder, St. 
Mark’s, Batesville; Review of Reinhold 
Niebuhr’s “Nature and Destiny of 
Man,” by the Rev. A. L. Mahr; and 
“Time Analysis in a Pastor’s Work,” by 
the Rev. D. E. Elder, Peielehem 
Church, Indianapolis. The association 
always holds a Pre-Lenten Retreat, at 
which time a special speaker is heard 
and the Holy Communion is admin- 
istered. 

The present officers are: President, 
the Rev. C. R. Defenderfer, Frankfort; 
vice-president, the Rev. V. L. Yohe, 
Middletown; secretary-treasurer, the 
Rev. R. H. Heine, Elwood. 


Youth Speaks 

Coupled with frank opinions and deep 
religious convictions the Lutheran 
youth of the West Central District of 


By G. E. MuLiLenpore 


the synod had its say at a rally held 
recently in Holy Trinity Church, 
Lafayette, the Rev. H. C. Stolldorf pas- 
tor. One hundred twenty-five young 
people, comprising Luther Leaguers, 
college students and business and pro- 
fessional young men and women joined 
together in a lively discussion of the 
theme, “In Times Like These,” under 
the following subjects: “What’s the 
Matter With Our Times?” “How Can 
I Be Sure of God?” “What Does God 
Expect of Us?” and “What Can We 
Expect of God?” In the discussion 
which followed it was heartening to 
note the emphasis placed upon faith 
and prayer. The Rev. Harmon J. Mc- 
Guire of Elgin, Ill., addressed the group 
at Vespers on the theme, “The Radiant 
Life.” This meeting was planned by a 
pastoral committee composed of G. 
Charles Goering, chairman; H. C. Stoll- 
dorf and Arthur Wulf. 


Across the Synod 

Ninety-three men and boys and four 
women guests were served at the an- 
nual Father-Son Banquet of St. John’s 
Church, Kokomo, the Rev. O. H. Fried- 
mann pastor. “In the Interest of Hap- 
pier Homes,’ was the theme of Dr. 
A. H. Keck, Richmond, special speaker 
for the occasion. With penetrating 
clearness Dr. Keck declared, “The 
absence of Christianity in the home is 
the cause for so much of the unhappy 
family life of today.” He further urged 
that fathers set examples for their sons 
by remaining faithful to the church. 
Greetings were brought from the state 
organization by its president, Mr. W. O. 
Fiedler of Logansport. Other speakers 
on the program were Mr. Hans 
Schroeter, who represented the fathers, 
and Jack Glidewell, who responded for 
the sons. The Feldkircher sisters, a 
trio from the Wittenberg College School 
of Music, enhanced the program with 
vocal and instrumental selections. 


The Rev. B. L. Stroup, pastor of the 
Walton Parish, reports that fifteen 
young people were received by confir- 
mation this fall, ten in St. Paul’s and 
five in the Shiloh congregation. St. 
Paul’s congregation has improved its 
property by the installation of a new 
furnace in the church, the parsonage 
has been re-roofed and running water 
has been installed. These reports in- 
dicate progress in the parish under the 
leadership of Pastor Stroup. 


Holy Trinity congregation, New 
Castle, celebrated the sixth anniver- 
sary of the dedication of its church. 
Pastor William J. Butt spoke on the 


25 


PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 
First Lutheran Church 
GRANT ST., Near SIXTH AVE. 
REV. A. J. HOLL, D.D., Pastor 


SUNDAY 
SERVICES 


9:30 A. M. 
11:00 A. M. 
8:00 P. M. 


MORNING 
SERVICES 


Broadcast over 
Sta WJ AS 


When in SAN FRANCISCO you are 
invited to attend Services at 


ST. MARK’S 
Ev. Lutheran Church 


1135 O’FARRELL STREET 


“The Oldest Lutheran Church 
in the West.” 


WORSHIP SERVICE, 11:00 A. M. 
Rev. J. Edward Oslund, Pastor 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


ALFRED L. GREWE, Pastor 
2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10.45 A. M. 


When in the Nation’s Capital Visit 


LUTHER PLACE MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 


14TH and N STREETS, N. W. 
Morning Service: 11:00 o’clock. 
Charles B. Foelsch, D.D., Ph.D., Pastor 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Sixth & Market Sts., Wilmington, N. C. 


Welcomes Tourists 


Service Men’s Center for Lutherans 
at Camp Davis 
SERVICES 11:00 A. M. and 8:00 P. M. 


WALTER B. FREED, Pastor 
Choir 
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Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 
Fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1127 S. 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 


“Dedication of Life” at the morning 
service. At the noon hour members 
and friends joined in a fellowship din- 
ner. In a special program which fol- 
lowed, the principal address was given 
by the Rev. Frank Hurst of First 
Church, Richmond. The congregation 
rejoiced in the fact that the building 
indebtedness had been reduced to $95 


26 


Welcome to Los Angeles, California 


‘ and to 
ates 
THE FIRST 


ENGLISH 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 
3119 W. Sixth St. 
Albert B. Schwertz, 
D.D., Pastor 


In the heart of the 
Wilshire district. 


Morning Worship 
11:00 A. M. 


Aeolian-Skinner 
ANNOUNCES 


a new design for a small 
organ for small churches. 


Full description upon request. 


AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN CO. 


Boston, Mass. 


on this anniversary date. The total re- 
duction in debt during the past year 
amounted to $555. The congregation 
has had a steady growth in member- 
ship, and reports on total benevolences 
for the year show an amazing increase 
of almost 100 per cent. This bespeaks 
an aggressive leadership on the part of 
Pastor Butt. 


Dr. Wickey Speaks 


On Reformation Sunday the Rev. Dr. 
N. J. Gould Wickey, executive secre- 
tary of the Board of Education, spoke 
in the morning at a Loyalty Service in 
Bethel Church, Cicero. In the evening 
he addressed a Union Reformation 
Service in the First Lutheran Church, 
Indianapolis, which was attended by 
members of the United Lutheran 
churches in the city and surrounding 
vicinity. This service was sponsored by 
the Lutheran Men of Marion County. 


Parish Briefs 

Services on Brotherhood Sunday in 
St. Luke’s Church, Logansport, the 
Rev. G. C. Goering pastor, were marked 
by the splendid support of the men, 


Pastors and Church Councils 
Whatever 200 congregations are doing successfully 
YOUR CONGREGATION CAN DO! 


Start your members reading THE LUTHERAN by giving 
them an opportunity to secure copies AT THE CHURCH. 


Use the self-service display rack 
CONGREGATIONS ARE STILL SIGNING UP: 


Lincolnton, N. C. 

Miss Clara Smyre 
East Bangor, Pa. 

Grace, Byron R. Stauffer 
Mt. Carmel, Ill. 

Zion, R. G. Riechmann 
Athens, N. Y. 

Zion, Luther S. Straley 
Mercersburg, Pa. 

St. John, Andrew F. Theisz 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Temple, H. E. Yost 
Pottstown, Pa . 

Transfiguration, Richard C. Klick 
Lockport, Ill. 

Trinity, Gilbert C. Bengtson 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Trinity, Paul H. Krauss, D.D. 
Valparaiso, Ind. 

Trinity, Albert R. Swasko 
Louisville, Ky. 

Trinity, Ira R. Ladd, D.D. 
Taneytown, Md. 

Trinity, A. T. Sutcliffe 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Trinity, Walter C. Hanning 
Troy, N. Y. 

Trinity, D. S. Grenier 
Millersburg, Ohio 

Trinity, H. H. Creager 
Stoutsville, Ohio 

Trinity, F. J. Heine 


DuBois, Pa. 

Trinity, B. F. Rudisill 
Pottsville, Pa. 

Trinity, E. W. Weber, D.D. 
Elloree, S. C. 

Trinity, John N. Slice 
Verona, Pa. 

Trinity, T. W. Eshenaur 
Aquashicola, Pa. 

Rev. M. L. Wahrman 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Washington Park, D. H. Bucks 
New York, N. Y. 

Christ, Henry C. Offermann 
Lucas, Ohio 

Mt. Zion, C. B. A. Stacy 
Elmhurst, Il. 

Elmhurst, L. Y. Seibert 
Chicago, II. 

Immanuel, C. E. Paulus 
Oberlin, Pa. 

Salem, L. K., Young 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

Zion, Arthur H. Schmoyer 
Ridgefield, N. J. 

Zion, G. E. Alberti 
Riverside, N. J. 

Zion, H. E. Artz 
Penbrook, Pa. 

Zion, George F. Harkins 
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forty-seven of whom attended the serv- 
ice in a body. .. . The annual “turkey 
dinner” for the congregation of Holy 
Trinity Church, South Bend, the Rev. 
R. H. Daube pastor, must have been 
enjoyed with unusual pleasure this 
year because in its connection a “note 
burning” ceremony was held, indicating 
that the last of the notes against the 
congregation had been fully paid! F. M. 
Hanes, D.D., of Grace Church, Elkhart, 
was the special speaker for the occa- 
sion.... “Faith,” “Prayer” and “Work” 
are the watchwords of Pastor Henry 
Scherer as he pushes consistently for- 
ward in the organization of a Lutheran 
congregation in Speedway City, Indian- 
apolis. A Sunday school has been or- 
ganized, church services are held reg- 
ularly in the local theatre with increas- 
ing attendances, instruction classes are 
held each week, the men are out call- 
ing with the pastor evenings, and the 
charter membership roll is steadily 
growing. .. . It’s things like these that 
bring a correspondent joy in reporting 
to the Church. 


L. S. A. A. CONFERENCE 


The second annual Lutheran Student 
Conference of the New York Area -was 
held at Syracuse University, Syracuse, 
N. Y., December 6 and 7. Forty-one 
students, two faculty members and six 
ministers and advisors representing 
ten colleges and universities discussed 
the theme, “Christmen, Crossmen, 
Freemen.” 

Dr. Louis F. Hackemann, Dean of 
Hartwick College, Oneonta, N. Y., de- 
livered the opening address on the sub- 
ject “Christmen.” Afternoon seminars 
were held on “Organization Tech- 
niques,” conducted by Dr. C. P. Harry; 
“Social Christianity,” by Prof. George 
W. De Lawter, Hartwick College, and 
“Personal Christianity,” by Mr. G. C. 
Clark, a student at Boston University. 

Explanation of the annual gathering 
were given by Dr. C. P. Harry, adviser 
of the L. S. A. A., William Ward and 
Irene Miller of Syracuse University. 
Lutheran students were urged to at- 
tend the 1942 gathering at Lake George. 

At the banquet Dr. William G. Boom- 
hower, pastor of the Church of the 
Atonement, Oneonta, N. Y., and in- 
structor in religion at Hartwick Col- 
lege, spoke on the theme, “Crossmen.” 

On Sunday, the students attended 
services at the First Lutheran Church. 
Dr. Edward L. Keller preached the 
sermon, “Christianity and the Free 
Man.” 

Officers were elected for the coming 
year as follows: Dorothea Burnes, 
Hartwick College, was elected pres- 
ident; Wilhelmena Brown of Syracuse 
was named secretary-treasurer; Lillian 
Westfall of Albany State was chosen 
council representative. 
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If You're Going to the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF CURRENT FEATURE FILMS 


Films marked M may appeal to Mature Audience. 
Films marked Y may appeal to Young People. 


Films marked C may appeal to Children. 


Prepared by Independent Filmscores, a private reviewing service 


Confirm or Deny 
(Fox) 
Don Ameche 
Joan Bennett 
John Loder 
Roddy McDowall 


Moonlight in 
Hawaii (Univ.) 
Mischa Auer 
The Merry Macs 


Top Sergeant 
Mulligan 
(Mono.) 

S. Holloway 
N. Pendleton 


Melodrama, set in London 
during threatened invasion, 
with brash American news- 
man fighting censorship 
until love and tragedy dis- 
suade him. 


Farce-musical about swing 
quartet seeking radio con- 
tract from rival pineapple 
“kings.” 


Swift-paced—almost annoyingly so— 
with a number of tense, exciting se- 
quences, but with artificiality in 
“heroic” scenes and in certain char- 
acterizations which makes them some- 
thing less than convincing. Explosive, 
melodramatic. M, 


The Hawaiian setting has little to do 
with this giddy trifle, its main offer- 
ing being the “swing” numbers in- 
serted. Mediocre. 


Farce, set in training camp, 
with inevitable comic pair 
bringing inevitable chaos. 


One wonders at habit of introducing 
as frequent setting for part of these 
eamp farces a nearby “night club.” 
Cheap, unpleasant. 


Two Latins from 
Manhattan (Col.) 
Joan Davis 
J. Woodbury 


Unholy Partners 
(War.) 
Edward Arnold 
Laraine Day 
Marsha Hunt 
E. G. Robinson 


Comedy about two girls 
who pose as Cuban enter- 
tainers when the real team 
fails to appear for scheduled 
ete: 


Drama created when tab- 
loid newspaper publisher 
accepts backing from no- 
torious gambler, then in- 
sists his dubious policy “in 
public interest” be allowed 
to continue. 


Total effect is noisy, scattered. Ethics 
of situations are treated lightly. A few 
good comedy elements are lost in an 
atmosphere of awkward confusion. 


A serious undertaking that requires 
adult perspective to distinguish be- 
tween shades of newspaper ethics— 
since publisher is unethical about 
‘Sumping” stories in order to win 
eventually over silent partner’s evil. 
Tense, heavy; somewhat confused 
ethically. 


You Belong to Me 
(Col.) 
E. Buchanan 
Henry Fonda 
B. Stanwyck 


Comedy about how a 
wealthy playboy persists in 
being jealous of his wife’s 
patients—said wife being a 
physician—until he finds a 


Glib treatment of an unimportant sit- 
uation, with little of value to say and 
an interminable time consumed in 
saying it. A few amusing situations, 
but mostly silly ado about nothing. M 


job. 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 
For Family: Fantasia, The Great Commandment, The Great Dictator, Harmon 
of Michigan, It Started With Eve, Men of Boys’ Town, The Reluctant Dragon, 


’ Thanks a Million. 


For Mature Audience: All That Money Can Buy, Blossoms in the Dust, 
Citizen Kane, Here Comes Mr. Jordan, Hold Back the Dawn, How Green Was My 
Valley, Ku Kan, Ladies in Retirement, The Little Foxes, Major Barbara, Meet 
John Doe, One Foot in Heaven, Sergeant York, Shining Victory, The Stars Look 


Down, Suspicion, Target for Tonight. 


Dr. Lindenmuth 
Honored 


DrEcEMBER 7 the members of St. 
Stephen’s congregation, Allentown, Pa., 
and their friends paid loving tribute to 
their pastor, the Rev. Dr. Anson W. 
Lindenmuth, upon the completion of 
twenty-seven years of faithful service 
as pastor, the second longest pastorate 
among the Lutheran churches in the 
city. Dr. Lindenmuth preached on the 
theme, “God-given Pastors.” 

Dr. Lindenmuth came to St. Stephen’s 
December 1, 1914, one year after the 
ehurch was dedicated. The congrega- 
tion has experienced steady growth and 
development. The building has been 


1 


eS 


fully equipped, including mainly the 
installation of a new Estey three- 
manual organ, chimes and harp, and 


the walls of the main auditorium and 


basement have been renovated, a new 
lighting system installed, together with 
numerous minor alterations and addi- 
tions. The $89,000 debt has been greatly 
reduced; the congregation has been 
thoroughly organized; a new constitu- 
tion has been adopted. Several laymen 
hold places of honor in various church 
organizations, and the pastor is a mem- 
ber of the Board of Inner Missions of 
the Ministerium, chairman of the Chil- 
dren’s Bureau of the Board, and chair- 
man of the Inner Mission Committee of 
the Allentown Conference. 
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Gx ASSURED 2. REGULAR 
Thousands receive their checks regularly 
at stated intervals because they hold Annuity 
Agreements of the American Bible Society. 


This REGULAR INCOME brings comfort 
and freedom from worry about the future. 


The Annuity Agreement plan is simple 
with a two-fold advantage. First:—It pro- 
vides steady income for protection in old 
age. For over 90 years, Annuity Agreement 
checks have never failed. Second:—You en- 
joy knowing you are helping make the Bible 
more widely available throughout the world. 


“A Gift That Lives? a booklet explaining 
the plan, will be mailed at once if you will 


ai send your name and address. 


INCOME 


ASSURED 
eo. 


— MAIL COUPON TODAY “=; 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY | 
Bible House, New York, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obliga- 
tion,booklet L-19 entitled“‘A Gift That Lives’”’ 


Address 


Denomination. 


| 
Name. | 
| 
| 
| 


PALM FOR PALM SUNDAY 
ORDER NOW 


We guarantee Absolute Satisfaction. 
100 Heads for $7.50 


25 Heads for $2.50 


50 Heads for $4.00 12 Heads for $1.75 


All Good Lengths 36—48 in. 
THE NIESSEN COMPANY 


We are pioneers in the handling of Palm. 
1201 


RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


@ MARION 
[4 COLLEGE 


A LUTHERAN 
COLLEGE FOR 
YOUNG WOMEN 


Accredited Junior 
College and last two 
years of High School 
in famous “blue 
grass” region of Vir- 

inia. Liberal Arts, 
re -library. Pre- 
nursing, Pre -jour- 
nalism, Pre-Social work, Education, Business 
Education, Home Economics, Music, Speech. 
Happy home and social life in atmosphere 
of SD aharn culture. 68th year. Rates $475.00 
to $520.00. Catalogue and view book.—H. J. 
Rhyne, Pres., Box K, Marion, Va. 
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UNITED 
_ STATES 
SAVINGS 


‘ON SALE AT YOUR POST OFFICE OR'BANK 


AMERICA ON GUARD! 


Above is a reproduction of the 
Treasury  Department’s Defense 
Savings Poster, showing an exact 
duplication of the original “Minute 
Man” statue by famed sculptor 
Daniel Chester French. Defense 
Bonds and Stamps, on sale at your 
bank or post office, are a vital part 
of America’s defense preparations. 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 


HANGINGS - ORNAMENTS - FRINGES 
FURNISHINGS AND SUPPLIES 


Catalogue Free on Request. 
The C. E. WARD CO., New London, O. 


CHURCH 
PAINTINGS 
Mural and Altar 
JOHN KROGMANN 


ARTIST 


3561 W. Fullerton 
Chicago 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


TROY, NY. 
AND 
220BROADWAY, NY. CITY 


‘BELLS 


THE BEST OF THEIR KIND 
Workmanship Unsurpassed 
Outfitters to over 2500 
schools, colleges, churches 
and seminaries. 
Write for catalog, 


=| Mc. CARTHY & SIMON inc. 
So, Ctablshed YE .. 
7-9 WEST 36”ST.:NEW YORK,NY. 


Studio 3 


Tht ° 

PAYNE-SPIERS STUDIOS, isé: 

175 FIFTH AVENUE—NEW. YORK 
STUDIOS: PATERSON#N. J. 


TAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
BRONZE TABLETS 


MEMORIALS IN WOOD, MARBLE, IRON, MOSAICS 
. ALTAR FURNISHINGS § DESIGNS SUBMITTED 

a 
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Dr. Lindenmuth stands high among 
the members of the clergy of the city 
and of the various church organizations 
with which he is affiliated. He has 
achieved a notable pastoral record. He 
preached 2,806 sermons, plus 603 fu- 
neral sermons; delivered 517 addresses; 
baptized 821 infants; performed 400 
marriage ceremonies; officiated at 603 
funerals. He received a total of 2,118 
persons into the membership of the 
congregation, 1,013 by confirmation and 
adult baptism, and 1,105 by letter and 
re-profession of faith. 


Congregations 


Stimulated by Challenge 


Beuievine that every congregation 
needs challenging projects to stimulate 
and sustain interest, the First Lutheran 
Church, Glendale, Calif., determined at 
its 1941 congregational meeting to pro- 
vide such a project. The pastor, the 
Rev. James P. Beasom, Jr., pointed 
out the real opportunity in this area 
to enlist large numbers in our Church. 
He told of the thousands coming to 
Glendale and the surrounding areas to 
work in defense industries. He pointed 
out the need for establishing Sunday 
schools and churches in a number of 
sections, and then told of a debt of 
$5,000 that was hampering the efforts 
of the local congregation in meeting 
the challenge. 

The congregation determined to erase 
this debt during 1941. That has been 
done through the efforts of the pastor 
and a group of men of the congregation 
interested in a debt-free church, and 
the energy of the whole congregation 
directed toward this project. 

Working with the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions, the areas around Glen- 
dale have now been investigated, and 
the Board is of the 
opinion that some 
of these areas are 
“white unto the 
harvest.” As part 
of the plan, the 
Board has called 
the Rev. Lawrence 
Vosseler, a grad- 
uate of Northwest- 
ern Seminary, to be 
associated with the 
Glendale Church in 
efforts to expand 
its work in, this area. He is now at 
work in the Victory Park area of 
Burbank. 

One has to live in Southern Cali- 
fornia to appreciate its rapid growth. 
One company alone, Lockheed Aircraft, 
has increased its number of employees 
from 15,000 in 1940 to 52,000 to date. 
First Church is interested in these peo- 
ple—likewise the Board of American 


Rey. Lawrence 
Vosseler 
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Missions. This project is to be the 
stimulus for the present. 

Mr. Vosseler was ordained Novem- 
ber 23 in First Church at an impres- 
sive service. The act of ordination was 
performed by Dr. William Derr, pres- 
ident of the California Synod; the ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. E. A. 
Vosseler of San Diego, brother of the 
assistant pastor; and the following par- 
ticipated in the service: Dr. Warren 
Mottern, pastor emeritus of First 
Church; the Rev. Edward Wright of 
Alhambra; Dr. J. George Dorn, Holly- 
wood Lutheran Church; the Rev. 
Franklin Smith of Los Angeles; and 
Pastor Beasom. 

The general program of the First 
Church in Glendale goes forward splen- 
didly under the inspiring leadership 
of Pastor Beasom. Apportionment is 
paid in excess of 100 per cent; the at- 
tendance at the church school fre- 
quently exceeds 300 and the school is 
well organized; three Luther Leagues 
serve the youth of the congregation; - 
a missionary society is bringing mis- 
sion education to the women, and other 
groups serve young married couples, 
business and professional women and 
men. A Leadership Training Course is 
being offered. 

Fourteen of the men of the congre- 
gation are in the armed forces of the 
United States, and each week the con- 
gregation sends them a copy of THE 
LutTHeran and “A Message for the 
Day.” H. L. Locan. 


Secretary Whiting 
Installed 


TuHE installation service for the Rev. 
Henry J. Whiting as executive secre- 
tary of the Lutheran Welfare Society 
of Wisconsin took place in the Church 
of the Redeemer, Milwaukee, Wis., Dr. 
A. A. Zinck pastor. Some three hun- 
dred persons representing various sec- 
tions of the state attended the inspir- 
ing service, and profited by Dr. Zinck’s 
sermon on “Who Is My Mother? Who 
Is My Brother?” He pointed out the 
avenues of service in inner mission or 
welfare work and pleaded for a deeper 
consecration on the part of Christians 
to “catch something of the passion of 
Jesus.” 

The service was conducted by S. C. 
Eastvold, S.T.D., of Eau Claire, Wis., 
who placed the charge to the Execu- 
tive Secretary in well-chosen scripture 
passages and remarks based on the 
text, “Before you has been placed an 
open door.” He pointed him to the 
Model Missionary as “He went about 
doing good.” 

In accepting the charge Secretary 
Whiting requested the Church to “work 
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BE SURE TO 
HEAR IT! 


at. Olaf Lutheran Choir 
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TELL YOUR 
FRIENDS! 


F, MELIUS CHRISTIANSEN, Mus. D., Director 
OLAF C. CHRISTIANSEN, Associate Director 


City 


Council Bluffs, Iowa 


TAT CON NCD. cevessssevcosscceesrsorsesnses : 
.Kansas City, Mo. ... 0% 
Emporia, BAS erate esncise 8: 


28......Wichita, Kansas rrvsesoccosesseeeeee 4 : 
3: 


Shreveport, La. wcccssessssssssseeee 3: 
Denton, Texas ....ccsccsecsssseessesee 8: 


WACOMEL ORAS scarecasciessapsessonsies 8: 

ustin, Texas 8: 

. 5....9an Antonio, Texas . FOr 

5 Corpus Christi, Texas 8: 
. 8......Houston, Texas 


New Orleans, La 
Jackson, Miss. .... 


with me this hard road of Christian 
service to those who stand in need.” 
The Rev. G. A. Herbert and the Rev. 
W. H. Gammelin were the liturgists. 

Mr. A. S. Bragstad, president of the 
Board, read greetings from Dr. E. M. 
Poppen, president of the American Lu- 
theran Church; Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, 
president of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church in America; Dr. Clarence E. 
Krumbholz, executive secretary of the 
National Lutheran Welfare Conference; 
and Julius Heil, Governor of Iowa. 

In the past five years the Lutheran 
Welfare Society of Wisconsin has en- 
joyed a marked growth in membership 
and in service. With the merger in 
June 1938 of the Milwaukee Inner Mis- 
sion Society and the Lutheran Welfare 
Society of Wisconsin came the expan- 
sion of avenues of service, namely, in- 
stitutional visitation and the Girls’ 
Hospice, and the increase of the Board 
of Directors from 12 to 18. The work 
in the Institutional Missions Depart- 
ment has grown so that today thou- 
sands of persons are ministered to in 
49 institutions in thirteen counties, in- 
cluding hospitals, sanatoria, homes for 
the aged, and penal institutions. 

The Lutheran Hospice for Girls has 
become the Lutheran Business Girls’ 
Club, and is serving a real need. It is 
located in a more desirable section of 


the city than prior to August 1939. 


ah 


Time 
Sioux City, Iowa ......csss 8:15 P.M 
8:15 P.M. 


CONCERT TOUR, January and February, 1942 


Auditorium 
Shrine Auditorium 
Abraham Lincoln High 
School Gymnasium 
High School 
Ivanhoe Temple 
Auditorium, Teachers’ 
College 
Friends’ University . 
Shrine Auditorium 


Where to apply for tickets or information 
Sioux City Crockery Co. 


Clark Drug Store 
. Walt’s Music Store, beginning January 12 
Jenkins’ Music Store, beginning January 12 


State Teachers’ College 
. University Office 
Veazey’s Downtown Store, beginning January 


12 


Whittle Music Co., 1108 Elm St. Tel. C- 5191, Rooting 


January 
Municipal Auditorium 
Main Auditorium, 
State College 
Waco Hall, Baylor U. ........ 
Gregory Gymnasium 
Municipal Auditorium 


J.&S. Musie Store, 608 Milam St., beginning January 19 


Mr. W. E. Loveless, T. S. C. W. 

The Raleigh Hotel, beginning January 19 

Cultural Entertainment Office, University 

.. Auditorium Box Office, beginning January 26 

. Boucher or Tower Pharmacy, beginning January 19 


.. Mr. O. Mueller, 746 E. 6% 
’ Werlein’s Music Store, 605 Canal St., beginning Jan. 26 
Patterson’s Drug Store, No. 1, Lamar Life Bldg., begin- 


ning January 
Auditorium Bor Office, beginning January 26 


Ellis Auditorium 

Opera House, Municipal 

Auditorium 

Shrine Auditorium ... 
School 

Orchestra Hall 


With the coming of Secretary Whiting, 
who will direct the full program of the 
Society’s work, there are eleven full- 
time and two half-time workers, as well 
as a score of volunteers; 655 children 
have been cared for and 98 placed for 
adoption; the present case load is 270. 
The Society is rendering service to 
churches in Wisconsin belonging to the 
American Lutheran Conference and the 
United Lutheran Church in America. 


Personals 


The Rev. Myron A. Eichner, for three 
years pastor of St. James Church, Chal- 
font, Pa., has accepted the call to be- 
come pastor of Trinity Church, 
Ephrata, Pa., and entered upon the 
duties of this pastorate December 1. 
He was installed Sunday morning, De- 
cember 7, by Dr. Harold C. Fry, a son 
of the congregation and president of 
the Lancaster Conference. The charges 
to the congregation and to the pastor 
were delivered by the Rev. Floyd L. 
Eichner, father of the new pastor, and 
pastor of Advent Church, Philadelphia. 

Mr. Myron Eichner succeeds the Rev. 
Paul Henry as pastor in Ephrata. Pas- 
tor Henry was called to assist his father 
at the Lutheran Orphans’ Home at 
Topton, Pa. 
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Auditorium Box Office, beginning January 29 
. St. Olaf Choir Committee, 601 State Street 
. Corbus Drug Store 

Chicago Bible Society, 35 E. Wacker Drive 


Adolph H. Holthusen, D.D., pastor of 
Emanuel Church, New Brunswick, 
N. J., recently underwent an operation. 
His work was taken over by the Rev. 
Julius Sathmary, pastor of the New 
Brunswick Hungarian Lutheran 
Church. Dr. Holthusen hopes to be 
able to carry on all of his work early 
in the New Year. 


The Rev. Calvin E. Humbert became 
pastor of the Spies-Oley Parish of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania Decem- 
ber 10. His former pastorate was the 
Indianland Parish of the same synod. 


The Rev. John D. Keener, pastor of 
St. Mark’s Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
became pastor of the Dushore Parish 
of the Ministerium December 1. 


The Rev. J. K. Robb on December 1 
became the pastor of the Reedsville 
Charge of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod. 


The Rev. Walter A. Voss was in- 
stalled at the morning service as pastor 
of Trinity Church, Sioux City, Iowa, 
December 14. The Rev. E. A. Piper of 
Fairtield, president of the Iowa Synod, 
officiated and gave the charge to the 
congregation. The charge to the pas- 
tor was given by Dr. William I. Guss, 
supply pastor of Trinity since the res- 
ignation of Dr. Albert B. Schwertz. 
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R.GEISSLER INC. 


Church Furnishings | 
IN CARVED WOOD AND | Gi 


A SRN 


GS wns for Pulpit andChoir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern 

hangings, bookmarkers, com- 
munion linens, materials cut out. Catalogue 
and samples on request. 


LM Hall INC 417 Fifth Avenue 
-M. , : 


ws 


SA 


== 
aS 


New York 


EMBROIDERIES 


Bible Markers 

Super-Frontals 
STOLES — CHOIR GOWNS — CAPS 

BRASS GOODS—SILK FLAGS—BANNERS 


WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 
138 N. TENTH ST., PHILADELPHIA 


CHUNG 


Insurance program. 


Every ‘‘GOOD PROVIDER” knows-- 
Defense should begin AT HOME 


The basic human instinct of protection 
finds its highest expression in your Life 
Insurance is 


Pastor Voss has served as pastor of 
Redeemer Church, Omaha, Nebr., for 
the past seven years, where his work 
has been outstanding. Pastor and Mrs. 
Voss can look back upon this pastorate 
at Redeemer Church with justifiable 
pride and satisfaction. In these years 
616 new members were received into 
the congregation, and the confirmed 
membership was more than doubled, 
now exceeding 900; 163 infants were 
baptized, 69 weddings performed and 
88 funerals conducted. It was largely 
through Pastor Voss’ leadership, en- 
couragement and supervision that the 
new $14,000 addition to the church was 
completed and other improvements 
made to the property. He was a mem- 
ber of the executive committee of the 
Synod of Nebraska, a trustee of Mid- 
land College, and president of the 
Omaha Federated Council of Churches. 

Mrs. Voss has always been active in 
church and community work. 


a roof 


that shelters your family from misfortune 
and want at the time they’ll need it most. 
And this same roof can be a haven of rest 
and contentment for your later years, by 
reason of the assured income your insur- 


ance can bring to you. 


HOW TO MAKE INSURANCE DOLLARS GO FARTHEST 


Insurance is your most important investment—it buys peace, security, 
protection! So for maximum benefits “tomorrow,” be sure you invest 
wisely today. Quality counts in insurance as in other things you 
buy —so it pays to get topmost value. A society such as Lutheran 
Brotherhood can give you all the extra advantages of Increasing 
Protection, non-profit operation, low cost, and generous dividends on 


your savings. 


Why not find out today about L-B Protection Plans that are de- 
signed for you? Defense begins at home,—and the time to prepare 
your defense is NOW, while you are still insurable. Send the coupon 
for information TODAY. No obligation. 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 


Legal Reserve Life Insurance for Lutherans 
HERMAN L. EKERN, President 


608 Second Avenue South 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


(LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD %°s<! Reserve Lito tnsurance | 


| 608 Second Ave. So., Minneapolis, Minn. 
| Please tell me, without obligation, how I can save for Family 


| Protection 0; Retirement O. 


l Nam6é*. 2 ee ee eS Ago. t. fe 


I Address 
| City 
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Bequests to Orphans 


Home at Salem, Va. 


Durine the month of December the 
Lutheran Orphan Home at Salem, Va., 
was the grateful recipient of two splen- 
did gifts: $500 as a thank offering and 
$350 from another friend. Gifts like 
these mean much to our institutions of 
mercy. Mr. T. C. Rohrbaugh is super- 
intendent of this home for children of 
the Lutheran Church. 


CENTENARIAN DEAD 


Sunpay, December 21, 1941, Thomas 
Franklin Dornblaser, D.D., entered into 
rest. Funeral services were conducted 
the Wednesday following in Grace 
Church, Chicago, Ill., of which he was 
Pastor Emeritus. 

Dr. Dornblaser’s last days were spent 
in the home of Mrs. Mabel Philipp, his 
daughter, resident in Chicago. His 
health was not good, but he’ was able 
to receive congratulations on June 27, 
his one hundredth birthday. He had 
sent a message to the Synod of Illinois, 
of which he was a member, at its May 
convention. 

To the extent of our records, no other 
Lutheran clergyman in America had 
so many years of active life allotted 
him. Events of the closing months of 
his career will be published in a later 
issue of THE LUTHERAN. 


SYNODS 


The convention of the Georgia-Alabama 
Synod will convene February 10-12, 1942, in 
old, historic Jerusalem Church, Ebenezer, Ga., 
the Rev. C. E. Seastrunk pastor. The president, 
John L. Yost, D.D., will preach the opening 
sermon at 7.30 P. M., Tuesday, the tenth. The 
Lord’s Supper will be administered. 

John W. Mangum, Sec. 


The 117th annual convention of the Synod of 
South Carolina will be held in St. Paul’s 
Church, Columbia, S. C., H. A. McCullough, 
D.D., and the Rev. Edgar D. Ziegler pastors, 
January 27-29, 1942. The Holy Communion will 
be administered at the first session, Tuesday, 
at 11.00 A. M. Karl W. Kinard, Sec. 


The 113th annual convention of the Lutheran 
Synod of Virginia will convene at Roanoke, 
Va., in St. Mark’s Church, J. L. Sieber, D.D., 
pastor, February 3, 1942, at 7.00 P. M. 

Hugh J. Rhyne, Sec. 


RESOLUTION 
The Rev. F. L. Schreckenberg 


Whereas, It has pleased God in His infinite 
goodness and mercy to remove from our midst 
our beloved pastor, the Rev. F. L. Schrecken- 
berg, the shepherd of our flock for seven years, 

Resolved, That we realize in his death our 
church and community have lost a thorough 
Christian and exemplary citizen, one who was 
always faithful to the interests of his congre- 
gation and the principles of ‘“‘The Golden Rule.” 
And be it further 

Resolved, That God may tenderly sustain 
Mrs. Schreckenberg and children for the Chris- 
tian fortitude wi which they accepted this: 
sudden visitation. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be incor- 
porated in the records of our church council, 
published in THe LuTHERAN, and a copy be pre- 
sented the bereaved family. 

Counc First Unirep LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
Pontiac, ILLINOIS 
John Roesler, 
John Carlson, 
Charles Dehm, 
Committee-~ 
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he Family Spirit 


HE FAMILY is developed to its highest state in 

America. It is a combined unit of love and hope and 
faith in one another that transcends other ana 
relationships, 

The members of a church ‘‘family” are also bound 
together by powerful ties. Relationship through name, 
ideals, beliefs, gives people a oneness and a strength of 
purpose that often withstands outside influences against 
great odds. Occasionally, however, there are conditions 
which insinuate themselves into the workings of a church 
family to change its unity of purpose. This can happen in 

_ the buying of lesson materials . ; ; a church stops patron- 
izing its own oe house . : ; the ‘‘family spirit’’ is 
ruptured... the whole church and its teaching suffer, 
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The United Lutheran Publication House, Thirteenth and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia 


If you have allowed your purchases to slip “‘outside 
the family” we urge you to do your part to re-create a 
spirit of cooperation in your midst. Unify your purpose. 
Take advantage of the high quality, carefully prepared 
lesson materials of your own publishing house. Have 
your church school avail itself of the special educational 
services to which it is entitled. Your church, your official 
publishing agency, and the Christian teaching program 
as a whole will benefit by your action! 


This is a joint message from twenty-eight members of the Pub- 
lishers Section of the International Council of Religious Education, 
for the purpose of promoting full cooperation between individual 
churches and their own publishing houses. 
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Here Am I— 
SEND ME / 


OT ALL the courageous volunteers have 
been warriors. The Rev. John Christian 
Frederick Heyer, M.D., founder of our India 
mission, as a venerable pioneer of 77 years, 
learned that one of our important stations 
was about to be given up. 

Hastening to the meeting of his synod he 
arrived just in time to offer himself to go to 
India. 

“When will you be ready to go?” he was 
asked. 
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Holding up his traveling bag, 
he said, “I am ready to go now.” 

Our support of modern mis- 
sions should be worthy of such 
heroism. 


The portrait at the left is a hitherto 
unpublished study of Rev. John Christian 
Frederick Heyer, taken during his home 
mission activities in Western Pennsyl- 
vania. 


anuary 1S Foreign Miussion Time 


JANUARY 25 
CHURCH WIDE CELEBRATION OF THE 


HEYER CENTENNIAL 


DURING JANUARY OUR CONGREGATIONS ARE ASKED TO MAKE A 


$100,000 GRATITUDE GIFT 


FoR DEVELOPMENT OF OUR INDIA MISSION FIELD 


As THE Church thankfully remembers the overseas mission services of 
John Christian Frederick Heyer and Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, its prayer is: 


© GoD! ©oO OS MAY GRACE BE 
GIVEN'© O. FOLLOW IN 
©HEIR ©RAIN! 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
18 E. MT. VERNON PLACE, BALTIMORE, MD. 


